
CHRISTIAN HOMESCHOOL 
ASSOCIATION OF PENNSYLVANIA

C
H

A
P

M
A

G
A

Z
I

N
E

Pennsylvania’s trusted advocate for Christ-centered homeschooling

Follow us:

Are You On 
Target?

What to Do With 
a Preschooler

10 Reasons to 
Homeschool 

Teens

Fall 2011



The CHAP Magazine
Published quarterly by the Christian Homeschool 
Association of Pennsylvania. It is provided as an 
educational service for homeschoolers in and around 
the state of Pennsylvania. CHAP is solely responsible 
for its content.

EDITORS
Don and Darlene Catlett
  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Dr. Bruce and Mary Ann Eagleson, Kevin and Megg Kanoff, 
Tim and Valerie Moore, Don and Darlene Catlett

Subscription Rates
$25.00/year includes: CHAP Membership, CHAP 
Magazine and discounts on convention fees, HSLDA 
membership, and more. $10.00/year includes: Magazine 
subscription only. 
Subscribe online: 
www.chaponline.com/about/membership

Homeschooling information, contact: 
CHAP  231 N. Chestnut St., Palmyra, PA  17078
Tel.: 717-838-0980 Monday-Thursday

Article Content
The ideas and opinions of the authors are their own and 
do not necessarily reflect those of the CHAP Board, its 
members and/or representatives unless specifically stated.
Reprint permission is required for any and all content by 
prior written request only.
Writer’s Guidelines: 
www.chaponline.com/media/chap-magazine/writers-
guidelines

Advertising
For advertising information and rate card, visit: 
Web: www.chapmag.com/ads 
Email: ads@chapmag.com

Photo & Illustration Credits 
Photos by Deb
iStockphoto.com

Scripture References
Unless otherwise noted, Scripture taken from the HOLY 
BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright 
© 1973, 1978, 1984 International Bible Society. Used by 
permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.

CHAP MAGAZINE
Fall 2011 / VOL. 22, NO. 3 | © 2011 All rights reserved. 

FEATURES

5     10 Reasons to   
    Homeschool Teens 
         Elizabeth Smith

8     What to Do With a  
        Preschooler 
              Vicki Bentley

11  A Seasonal Recipe for  
        Holiday Focus
           Sylinda Alfred

14  Mastering Your Schedule  
     -- Even During the Holidays!
          Terri Johnson

19  Book Review: Kids Love  
        Pennsylvania
           Bonnie Janus

22  PA Educational Options

26  CHAP Contests,  
        Graduation & Scholarship
           

COLUMNS

3     Chairman’s Corner:  
        Are You On Target?
             Don Catlett

6     Side By Side in  
        Pennsylvania
             Megg Kanoff

12  A Good Spot
             Todd Wilson

17  Support Group Leaders 
         

18  Field Trips in Pennsylvania
             Bonnie Janus

20  The Closet: 
         A Thankful Heart
             Valerie Moore

24  Legislative Watchdog:  
        Separation of Church  
        and State
             Kevin Kanoff

CONTENTS



www.chapmag.com     |     www.chaponline.com                                                                                                 |  3  

O
n A Side N

ote: “It is not good to have zeal w
ithout know

ledge, nor to be hasty and m
iss the w

ay.” ~ Proverbs 19:2

Ever had an off day? 
You know, one of those days when things just 

aren’t coming together like they should. Here it 
is, the beginning of a new school year with new 
subjects to tackle, new field trips to schedule 
and new goals to accomplish. You’ve got people 
to meet, places to go and things to do, and you 
might be feeling this mountain is getting higher 
by the minute. Are you a few weeks into this new 
school year having apprehensions or regrets 
already? Maybe that target you’re shooting for 
at the end of the school year seems kinda blurry 
from your point of view. Do you have a chance 
of hitting it or is it just going to glance off to the 
side? Do you feel like you’re loosing focus on just 
what the target is?

When my son was 12, I asked him if I could get him one 
piece of sporting equipment, what he would like. I thought 
maybe a baseball mitt or a new basketball. He looked 
at me with all sincerity and said, “I would like a bow and 
arrow set.” My first reaction was “Where did that come 
from?” but then, being a dad, I took him to the store at a 
local archery range. 

Some of you might say, “Why didn’t you take him to a 
local sporting goods store or the big box toy store?” Well, 
you need to think like a dad here and understand that I’m 
thinking he may need to feed the family someday with that 
thing and I didn’t want him tramping through the woods 
with a plastic toy. 

When we arrived, we met this nice lady who seemed to 
know the nuts and bolts about archery. Of course it didn’t 
hurt that there was a full-size black bear in the corner 
that she got with a bow just a couple of years before. We 
explained that we—I mean he—was just starting out, so 
she sold us a nice used hunting bow and a few arrows. 
Then she spent the next half-hour explaining how to use 
the bow, and let my son practice in the indoor range until 
he felt comfortable with it.

Next we needed a target, so we purchased what is 
called an archery pillow target. This big, square, pillow-
like target has 5 bull’s-eyes, one in each corner and one 
in the center. Of course we had to set it up as soon as we 
got home and let him have a try at it. 

He began practicing at about 10 yards from the target, 
hitting it most of the time. Then my wife arrived home from 
the grocery store, so I called her over so she could watch 
William Tell in his infancy.

With his mother standing a few feet back, our son 
notched the first arrow, set his feet, lifted the bow, pulled 
back on the string and then let it fly. Zing! Dead center in 
the upper left bull’s-eye. Wow, was my wife impressed, 
and, for that matter, so was I. He hadn’t done that well 
while we were practicing before Mom got home. 

Then he notched the next arrow, set his feet, lifted the 
bow, pulled back on the string and let the next one fly. 
Zing! Right into the center of the bull’s-eye in the upper 
right. I mean both arrows were sitting there poking out 
of the two top bull’s-eyes. I was falling all over myself in 
astonishment. My wife was singing his praises and then 
headed into the house to put the groceries away.

I came up to my son, patted his shoulder and said, 
“Wow, you made some pretty fantastic shots. That’s really 
good for your first day.”

That’s when he looked me in the eye and said, “I was 
actually aiming for the middle one.”

Are You
on Target?

by Don Catlett

Chairman’s Corner
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This event in my son’s life is a reminder to me that I often miss 
what I’m aiming at. And you know what? The Lord often uses 
our seeming failures to accomplish His will in our lives and the 
lives of our children.

When we first started homeschooling over 20 years ago, my 
wife wrote down the reasons why we chose to homeschool our 
children. There were times when we didn’t feel like we were 
accomplishing what we had set out to attain. Sometimes those 
feelings came on a day-by-day basis. There were times when it 

hit us mid-year. And a couple of times at year-end we sat back 
and said, “This is more than we bargained for.”

That’s what that piece of paper was all about. It was during 
these times and many others when we needed to pull the paper 
out of the drawer and let the words written there be a reminder 
as to why we began this journey.

Do you need a reminder today to help keep you on target? If 
you haven’t taken the time to write down your reasons for loving 
your children enough to homeschool them, get paper and pen  

right now and do so. If you did write them down, maybe now is 
a good time to pull them out and take a moment to ask the Lord 
to help you recommit your mind, your energy and your faith in 
trusting Him to see you through this calling on your life.

Remember what Paul the apostle said: “Do you not know that 
those who run in a race all run, but only one receives the prize? 
Run in such a way that you may win. Everyone who competes in 
the games exercises self-control in all things. They then do it to 
receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. Therefore 
I run in such a way, as not without aim; I box in such a way, 
as not beating the air; but I discipline my body and make it my 
slave, so that, after I have preached to others, I myself will not 
be disqualified” (1 Corinthians 9:24-27 NASB).

Practice every day, shoot straight, and trust our Lord for the 
results. He is the one who will see it through to the end.

 

It was during these times and many 
others when we needed to pull the paper 
out of the drawer and let the words written 
there be a reminder as to why we began 

this journey.

 

In 1988, Don convinced his wife that they should 
homeschool their children. Within four short years, they had 
both fallen in love with this lifestyle of learning together. 
Though the youngest of their four children graduated from 
high school at home in 2010, they hope to continue to 
spread the vision to homeschool through high school for 
many years. Don and Darlene have served together since 
2008 on the CHAP Board, which Don currently chairs. They 
are also the editors of the CHAP Magazine. 
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9. A superior learning environment. The tutorial method is the most effective way to learn. At home, academics have priority and there are no classroom distractions.

3. Accelerated academic progress. Many 
homeschooled children are academically 

ready to do college level work between the 
ages of 14 and 16. Age/grade isolation or 
segregation inhibits socialization. Available 
research demonstrates that homeschooled 
children are ahead of their public school 
counterparts in maturity, socialization, and 
vocabulary development.

4. Continue the family building process. The teen 
years are a strategic time to cement relationships 

that last a lifetime. Parents can continue as the primary 
role models. You can make sure that they are instructed 
and discipled consistently each day with moral training 
and sound doctrine.

 

Elizabeth Smith, wife of HSLDA President Mike 
Smith, taught three of her four children at home from 
1981 to 1996, when the youngest entered college. 

by Elizabeth Smith1O 
Reasons to 
Homeschool 
Teens

1. Cement family relationships. Relationships are 

the most important thing in family life. When teens 

are away from home for six to eight hours a day, subtle 

changes begin to erode relationships at home. Divided 

allegiance or “serving two masters” can shake their 

foundation. The result is diminished family ties and 

parental influence.

2. Individualized education based to needs. 
You can customize your teen’s education to 

provide motivation for gifts and abilities. In areas 
of academic weakness you can provide extra 
time and help. No classroom setting can offer 
this consistent and loving support.

5. Ensure learning is taking place. The institutional 

method of public education is designed around 

“crowd control” not learning. If and when they learn, it 

is a by-product of other priorities to maintain classroom 

order. Studies show that barely one-third of the 

government school day is dedicated to academics at 

the high school level.

6. Have direct influence over peer relationships. Peer influence is usually the greatest threat to the parent/child relationship. Homeschooling allows parents to fulfill their God-given responsibility to oversee the choices and amount of time spent outside the family.

7. Protection from the pressure to conform. 

Young people trained with a righteous standard 

will feel strong pressure from the worldliness of 

schools, whether religious or government. Very few 

are spiritually resilient enough to withstand it.

8. Greater schedule flexibility. Homeschooling allows greater 
flexibility for family plans and work / study / service / ministry 

opportunities. Teens can gain valuable experience to help prepare 
them for future adult responsibilities.

1O Home is safe and healthy. Schoolrooms are a 
continuous source of infection, disease, and parasites 

because of close contact with others. News headlines tell us 
that drugs and violence are a part of virtually every school.

Perhaps the most compelling reason to homeschool during 
high school is that God wants to show Himself strong on our 
behalf (2 Chronicles 16.9). Let us look to God and trust Him as 
our provider during these special years.

.



6  |  CHAP MAGAZINE                                                                                         Fall 2011

Side by Side
 in Pennsylvania

by Megg Kanoff

Megg Kanoff and her husband Kevin have been 
homeschooling their four children since 1995. They use a 
classical approach and have been members of the CHAP 
Board for the past 4 years. During her free time, Megg enjoys 
reading, crafts and playing with their two cocker spaniels.

 Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their labor. For if they fall, one will lift up his 
companion. But woe to him who is alone when he falls, for he has no one to help him up.

Ecclesiastes 4:9-10

It has been a little over a year since I took that terrible fall that landed me in the hospital with a dislocated ankle and two 
broken bones. I still cringe when I drive by the creek bank where I did my swan dive down the muddy bank. After my accident, 

I was helpless in so many ways. I had to stay in bed and depend on others for my daily needs and the needs of my family. My 
family answered the call and took on many different responsibilities. It went beyond my family, though; friends within my church 
and homeschool families started seeking out ways to assist us. It was truly an encouragement and a blessing.

I must confess, though, that as much as it was an encouragement, there were times where it was hard to accept help. It was 
hard for me to not be able to handle everything myself and to acknowledge that I needed help. As a homeschooling mom, I have 
been conditioned to be a super-mom and now I could not even make my own lunch! As homeschooling families, it can be hard 
to admit when we are struggling and when we are falling short of where we think we should be. However, remember we are not 
alone and that God provides others to turn to for help (Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. Galatians 6:2).

This past year I truly did fall, and I thank God I was not alone and others helped me up. As a result of my fall, I became more 
convinced that as Christians we need to seek out other believers and share with them. It might be our triumphs or our blessings, or 
it might be our concerns and struggles. The body of Christ truly does provide us with the strength we need to continue our course. 

Parents: Nancy and Lee Hollahan

Children: Jonathon (16), Justin (14)  
                      and Jeremy (10)

Hometown: Glenmoore, PA

 
Activities: All three boys participate in 
Tang Soo Do karate. Jonathon has his 
second degree black belt, Justin has his 
first degree black belt, and Jeremy is a 
red belt who will test for his black belt next 
summer. Justin is on a competitive rock 
climbing team. All three boys run track in 
the spring. Lee and all the boys fly remote 
control airplanes. We all enjoy skiing/
snowboarding, hiking and biking together 
as a family. 



www.chapmag.com     |     www.chaponline.com                                                                                                 |  7  

O
n A Side N

ote: “C
arry each other’s burdens, and in this w

ay you w
ill fulfill the law

 of C
hrist.” ~ G

alations 6:2

How long have you been homeschooling and 
what was one of the main reasons that you 

chose to homeschool? 

We started homeschooling when Jonathon was 
in second grade – 2002. The main reason that we 
chose to homeschool was that I felt God calling me to 
homeschooling. We were very happy with the Christian 
school that Jonathon was attending, but I just kept 
feeling called to pray about homeschooling. Finally, after 
a year and a half of praying, God made it very clear to 
me that He wanted us to homeschool, and consequently 
He made that clear to my husband as well.

What have been your most helpful 
resources? 

My most helpful resources have been other homeschooling 
moms and our homeschool group which meets once a 
week. The CHAP Convention has also been one of the 
highlights of each year.

What type of educational philosophy/
curriculum do you follow? 

We generally follow the classical educational philosophy, 
but with a Charlotte Mason influence. All of our history is 
literature-based. We also stress a Christian worldview – 
viewing everything through the lens of scripture.

What has been one of your highlights in 
homeschooling? 

One of my favorite things about homeschooling is when 
I see my boys take something that they have learned, and 
apply it. As the boys grow, I appreciate all of the time that 
we can spend together as I see it goes faster than I could 
have imagined.

Tell us about your favorite field trip? 

Our favorite field trip was to the battle re-enactments 
in Gettysburg. Right after we studied the Civil War, we went 
out to the battle re-enactments in July. The older boys 
had participated in a debate about the cause of the Civil 
War, and listening to the re-enactors talking about the war 
really reinforced all that they had learned. We also did the 
battlefield tour. It was so interesting to see the actual places 
we had studied about and the boys loved the cannons and 
mortar fire, even with 100+ temperatures. J

What was your favorite part of the CHAP 
Convention?

I enjoy the speakers very much, but the part I most enjoy 
is just walking through all of the vendor tables and seeing 
all of the new resources that are available. Every year I 
pick up one (or more) new books, CD’s or DVD’s that get 
me excited about the next year. The convention always 
energizes me and the timing is perfect – in May I am a bit 
tired as we finish up the school year

Share one of the funniest things that 
happened during a homeschool day? 

When my oldest son, Jonathon, was younger, he was 
trying to convince me that he didn’t need to study grammar 
anymore. I told him that it was important that he be able to 
use proper English, and he blurted out, “I already speak 
English good!” Everyone was silent for a moment and then 
we all started laughing, including Jonathon. Needless to 
say, he didn’t get out of grammar, then or later…

What have you found to be challenging in 
homeschooling?

For me, the biggest challenge is to remember the big 
picture. Sometimes I get bogged down in the daily routine, 
getting frustrated over little things that aren’t going just right. 
Thankfully, God reminds me that the most important goals 
we have for our children are developing a love for Him and 
building their characters. When I look back over the years, 
I see gains in every area of their lives.

What advice would you give to someone who 
has just begun homeschooling?

First of all – pray! I don’t think I could have homeschooled 
without the Lord’s leading. He helps me in every way. 
Secondly, be sure to get involved with other homeschooling 
families. Our friends have been invaluable in our 
homeschooling lives. Others can encourage me when we 
have difficult moments, and I, in turn, encourage them when 
they need it. Also, remember that academics are important, 
but they are secondary to raising godly young people.

Any other comment?

I was so hesitant to step out and homeschool 
initially, but now I view it as a great adventure, one we are 
on with our kids, and I am so thankful that the Lord has 
led us on this path.
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A young mom writes:
I’m new at homeschooling – I have 

2-year-old twins. I want to teach them and 
get them ready for preschool . Please send me 
info to help me start off on the right foot.

Another mom writes:
I have a 3½-year-old boy, a 2½-year-old 

girl , and a 7-month-old baby boy. I’ve read 
the preschool article on the website, listened to 
the sessions on beginning homeschooling from 
the state convention , read a few books and 
magazines, talked to homeschooling moms... but 
now that I’m really looking at schooling my 
children , I just get overwhelmed and don’t know 
where to start. I can see the goal or vision … that 
my children will love to learn … to learn about 
God, to learn reading, math , problem solving, 
history, art, music, and everything in between … 
but how do you start? They don’t seem to even 
want to sit still and read a book… they just want 
to play with toys and pretend.

What to 
Do With a 
Preschooler

by Vicki Bentley, 
HSLDA Toddlers thru Tweens Consultant
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Vicki answers:
They are little; let them play 
with toys and pretend! 

But you pick the toys, so you shape the play. Their play 
is their work—it may look easy to you, but it’s not all easy 
to them, and it is developing their thinking and providing 
life experiences—sort of like hooks on which they can hang 
their future learning.

Provide them with stimulating, age-appropriate, 
developmental toys (not videos or video games, etc.). 
You might want to peek through online catalogs such as 
www.Timberdoodle.com or www.DiscoveryToys.com for 
a few ideas. Consider Legos or building blocks, thinking 
skills puzzles, art supplies, life-skills imaginary play (role 
playing or dress-ups or tools/homemaking items), musical 
instruments, etc. The tapes or CDs you play can be 
educational and inspirational. Your everyday activities can 
be helpful for their brain and skills development.

For example, working puzzles is a pre-reading skill, 
while helping Mom set the table is a math skill (one-to-one 
correspondence). Having them help put away their things 
in an orderly fashion (which they won’t be able to do yet, 
but can watch you joyfully walk through it with them) is 
classification and organization—science, math, and English 
skills.

Ruth Beechick has a helpful book called The Three R’s 
of Learning. Valerie Bendt’s book, Making the Most of the 
Preschool Years, has lots of preschool ideas. You might 
also peek at Jane Lambert’s Before Five in a Row guide for 
some fun and educational activities based on classic kids’ 
books from the library. Pick a holiday or two to celebrate 
each month as a special treat and as a springboard for 
family learning.

It is not uncommon for little children to seem 
uninterested in a read-aloud session, but don’t let that stop 
you from reading to them! If your child will sit quietly for five 
or ten minutes as you snuggle and read together, that’s 
super. If not, read to her anyway while she plays quietly 
with blocks (or colors or dresses baby dolls or “cooks”). She 
is absorbing more than you think she is! Also, try reading 
at a time that she tends to be quieter naturally, such as a 
morning wake-up cuddle time in your bed or a bedtime 
snuggle in hers. Or maybe your afternoon quiet time could 
always begin or end with a short picture book read-aloud.

Character training is a biggie at this age—Marilyn Boyer’s 
Fun Projects for Hands-On Character Building has great, 
practical ideas for everyday moms like us. And her mommy 

book, Parenting from the Heart, has plenty of gentle 
encouragement from a mom of many.

If nobody told you that they had to go to school at age five, 
what would you be doing with them? What are you doing 
with them now? Interact with them naturally—you don’t have 
to invent lots of artificial learning experiences—you have 
plenty of “real” ones already!

Let the children cook with you—they are measuring and 
pouring (math and science). Let them divide the cookies or 
the pizza (fractions and mathematical thinking). Be sure to 
read to and talk with them a lot; when they will occasionally 
let you get in a few pages of a picture book, ask them what 
they think will happen next. When they ask you a question, 
ask them, “What do you think?” and let them explain to you 
(even if their answer makes absolutely no sense—you can 
then tell them your explanation, too).

When Grandma sends a present, write a thank-you note 
and let each child scribble at the bottom of it (then translate 
for Grandma!). Tell him he’s signing it for her. Write his 
name and let him try to copy it (but don’t push—make the 
tools available). If he doesn’t do well with a pencil, let him 
trace alphabet letters in sand or rice or popcorn kernels 
(unpopped). Then try the pencil again in a few weeks.

Later, you’ll write the note and he’ll really sign his name. 
Then a few months later, maybe he can write the thank you 
part and you can add... “for the red truck you gave me. Love, 
...” and he can sign his name. Then by maybe age six or 
seven, he will likely be able to write the Dear Grandma part, 
the thank you, and sign his name, and you just fill in the rest.

Your goal is to get him to learn to express himself, 
to communicate—not to make it difficult or a test. And if your 
niece and nephew are reading at age five and he isn’t, don’t 
panic or feel peer pressure! Of course, you want to keep 
an eye out for signs that he may need further help. Age two 
isn’t it, though, if your little one seems to be able to express 
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himself to you in an age-appropriate way and behave like an 
average, active, preschool boy. 

By the way, James Dobson once said that, to a school teacher, 
the ideal little boy is... a little girl! Boys are different than girls—
God wired them that way. Expect the little boys to be pretty active 
and less interested in some language stuff, at least to begin with.

If you think you may have a right-brained child or one who 
seems to learn a bit differently than you are comfortable with, 
Dianne Craft has some simple activities to stimulate healthy 
brain function.

If you aren’t confident that you know what is appropriate, 
Slow and Steady, Get Me Ready by June Oberlander contains 
developmental activities for children from birth to age 5. And if 
you plan to homeschool, I highly recommend you read Ruth 
Beechick’s The 3 R’s of Learning and Barbara Curtis’ Mommy, 
Teach Me!, regardless of what teaching approach you utilize. 
What Your Child Needs to Know When, by Robin Sampson, 
includes a basic checklist for kindergarten through grade 8 so 
you know what might be customary for a school-age child to 
learn; this can help you avoid unrealistic expectations in the 
earlier, preschool years. Check out the list of resources at the 
bottom of the page.

Vicki Bentley is happily married to her high school sweetheart 
Jim and is the blessed mother of eight daughters, foster mom 
of over fifty since 1985, and grandma to fifteen wonderful 
grandbabies (so far). She is the author of Home Education 101: 
A Mentoring Program for New Homeschoolers, My Homeschool 
Planner, The Everyday Family Chore System, Everyday 

Cooking, and various articles. Vicki has a heart for moms, 
with strong practical wisdom and encouraging words. 

Vicki is the coordinator for HSLDA’s Toddlers thru 
Tweens program. This and other helpful articles 
can be found at www.hslda.org/earlyyears. Visit 
Vicki’s websites: www.everydayhomemaking.com 
and www.HomeEducation101.com.

HELPFUL RESOURCES FOR 

HOMESCHOOLING PRESCHOOLERS

www.hslda.org/bookstore:

• Slow and Steady, Get Me Ready by June Oberlander 

• Mommy, Teach Me! by Barbara Curtis

• What Your Child Needs to Know When by Robin Sampson

www.thelearningparent.com

• Parenting from the Heart by Marilyn Boyer

• Fun Projects for Hands-On Character Building by Marilyn 

Boyer

www.mottmedia.com

• The Three R’s of Learning by Ruth Beechick 

www.valeriebendt.com

• Making the Most of the Preschool Years by Valerie Bendt 

www.fiveinarow.com

• Before Five in a Row by Jane Lambert 

www.cheaofca.org

• Preschool at Home by Debbie Feely 

Dianne Craft

• www.hslda.org/strugglinglearner

• www.DianneCraft.com

http://bit.ly/Ages-and-Stages-2-4

• “The Ages and Stages of Two to Four Year Olds” by 

Bethany Bennett

http://bit.ly/holiday_of_the_month 

• Celebrate a holiday or two each month

Your local homeschool support group or MOPS group may 
have some field trips and activities geared specifically to the 
attention span and interest level of two-to-four-year-olds. 

However, don’t let what you see around you put pressure 
on you. Ask the Lord to guide you in being a joyful mother of 
children. My goodness—you have little ones! You have enough 
on your plate to just make dinner and get the laundry caught up! 
(That’s why my Home Education 101 workbook has an entire 
chapter devoted to “Getting Dinner on the Table the Same Day 
You Homeschool”!) Let your babies be babies. 

The bottom line: This season will be shorter 
than you think, so enjoy being a mommy!
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with my family, using the teachable moments God would send 
our way. And instead of sending Christmas cards, I could send 
Thanksgiving cards or New Year’s cards when the schedule 
wasn’t quite so hectic. 

Even gift-giving came under scrutiny. Was it really 
necessary to spend a lot of money on our gifts? If I shopped 
at yard sales or other sales during the year I would save a lot 
of money. We often can give handmade gifts or gifts of service 
that mean more than anything money can buy. Is anyone 
in your family talented at a craft or art? Is there some gift of 
service that can be given that would mean more than a store-
bought gift? 

How are you feeling as you look forward to this busy 
season? Do you need to change your focus? Do you have 
some family traditions that draw your attention toward Christ? 
Is there some new tradition you would like to start? Or even 
one you would do best without? Is there some service project 
that would be as beneficial for your family as to those you 
serve? And are there gifts of yourself that you can be giving to 
those you love? Let’s challenge each other to examine how we 
celebrate Christmas. Let’s remember together that He really is 
“the reason for the season.”

As I look at the calendar, it amazes me how quickly the 
days fill up, even with just mundane events. And the 

fuller the calendar, the faster the days roll by. The children 
begin to eagerly count the days until Christmas. We, on 
the other hand, begin to wonder how we can possibly fit 
everything in before December 25. We become so busy 
during the Christmas season with shopping, family get-
togethers, and church activities that it is often easy to 
forget what we are celebrating. 

Not only do we face the stress of a time crunch 
at this time of year, we also face a financial crunch. 
Whose idea was it to have the most expensive 
holiday of the year during the heating season? Commercials 
and ad campaigns strive to convince us that we must purchase 
their products if we want to truly show we love our family and 
friends. It is so easy to lose sight of what is really important 
as we celebrate Christmas. Part of educating our children is 
teaching them how to focus on Christ at a time when they 
would rather see their “wish lists” completed or shake that 
mysterious-looking box. 

As I sat warming myself in front of the fireplace last winter, 
watching the snowflakes fall furiously outside, I wondered what 
it would be like to be snowed in, spending uninterrupted time 
with my family with no outside pressures. That is not likely to 
happen, but I did begin to think of ways we could safeguard our 
attitudes during this time of year. 

I thought of the activities and traditions that have helped us 
or our friends focus on Christ and His gift to us. Some friends 
have their children act out the Christmas story on Christmas 
Eve. Others are involved in some sort of charitable giving such 
as the Samaritan’s Purse project or ministering at a rescue 
mission. For several years we have visited schools or nursing 
homes where we have performed puppet skits focused on the 
true meaning of the holidays. We all can think of ways to use 
this time to share the Gospel when people are more open to 
the message. 

I considered some of my traditional activities, and how 
important it was to continue them. Did I really have to bake 150 
dozen cookies? I really only needed a fraction of that to get 
through Christmas. I didn’t have to bake every recipe I knew. 
Did I need to teach school right up until the last Friday before 
Christmas? Maybe I could take more time off and enjoy the time 

A Seasonal 
Recipe for 
Holiday Focus

Sylinda Alfred and her husband Rob have homeschooled 
their five children since 1995. They can’t believe that their 
fourth child graduates this coming spring. Sylinda and Rob 
have been part of the leadership of their homeschool support 
group for the past five years. When not homeschooling, she 
enjoys reading, crafts, and making jelly. And, yes, she really 
does make A LOT of cookies every Christmas! 

by Sylinda Alfred
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As I type this, I’m sitting inside on a steamy hot day 
in Northern Indiana. Actually, the heat’s not too bad because 
we’re at my family’s lake cottage on the largest natural lake 
in Indiana (Google it).

You see, Wilsons have been coming to this particular spot for 
about 100 years. Right now, most of my kids are either in the 
lake swimming or trying to pull fish out of the lake. Watching a 
six-year-old swing a fishing pole around, oblivious to the fact 
that a wickedly barbed hook is on the other end, is enough 
to take your breath away. But that’s the great thing about the 
lake… no worries (until you become a parent).

Actually, it’s kind of appropriate that I should write an article 
about this from this location because it was on this very spot 
that I learned a valuable lesson, not only about fishing… but 
about life, family, and homeschooling.

Truth be known, I’m not much of a fisherman. I’ve never had 
the patience for it. But I always liked fishing with my dad for 
some one-on-one time. We’d load the boat, slather ourselves 
with bug spray, head out to the middle of the lake to drop our 
lines in, and then drive about as slow as we could, trolling for 
the big ones.

We’d talk and troll until I’d feel a tug on the line. Like a reflex, 
my dad stopped the motor while I cranked like crazy.

“Weeds,” I’d announce to my dad in disgust.

I couldn’t see my dad’s face in the darkness, but the tone 
in his voice told me that his eyes were twinkling as he’d say, 
“That can only mean we’re in a good spot.”

He knew what I should have known: good things come out 
of the weedy spots.

It’s the same with life. Good things come out of the weedy 
spots of life. It’s true. But it’s not a truth we necessarily like 
because we like easy, not hard. In fact, the easier the better.

It only takes a little stroll down a Wal-Mart aisle to verify 
the truth. Every product seems to scream, “Try me, and I will 
make your life easier and better!!!”

Look at the ads on the side of every Facebook page. Ads 
for things to make you skinny, rich, and smart… with little or 
no effort.

Consumers fall for that shtick thinking that maybe this can be 
the end of their battle with fat, poverty, or behavior problems. 
Their only miscalculation is the truth that “Easy things aren’t 
good and good things aren’t easy.”

  A     
Good  
 Spot

by Todd Wilson
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What’s more is that easy things aren’t lasting, satisfying, 

or eternal, AND good things aren’t cheap, relaxing, or even 
enjoyable at times. Oh, I wish it weren’t so, because I like 
easy. But it just isn’t so. Family is HARD. Homeschooling 
is HARD. Parenting toddlers is HARD. Parenting tweens, 
teens, and twenties is HARD. Marriage? That’s waaayyy 
HARD.

BUT, Family is GOOD. Homeschooling is GOOD. 
Parenting toddlers, tweens, teens, and twenties is GOOD. 
And Marriage? Well that is waayyyy GOOD!!!

Why? Because good things come out of the weedy spots.

Unfortunately, too many give up and leave the weedy 
spots in favor of an easier place. But guess what? There 
are no fish in the clear waters.

I think that’s what Paul must have meant when he told 
those tired Ephesians, “Let us not grow weary in doing 
good, because we will reap a reward if we do not grow 
weary (and stop).”

Paul knew what my dad knew and what the Ephesians 
had forgotten: Good stuff comes out of the weedy spots 
of life.

That’s why I’m writing this to you right now, Mom and 
Dad, when I should be outside playing in the water. I don’t 
need to remind you how hard homeschooling, parenting, 

and marriage is. But I do need to remind you that… it is 
GOOD. AND that you will reap a reward if you do not grow 
weary and stop (which so many have done).

Quit looking for an easy fix, a silver bullet, or some cure-
all curriculum, book, or person’s methodology to follow 
that will solve all your problems, because it doesn’t work 
that way. Instead, thank God for these terribly hard times 
that will someday soon become the days you remember 
the most fondly. Ask HIM to help you enjoy this time that 
is passing by so quickly and then don’t quit. Keep going. 
Keep working, trying and praying.

When your spouse is ready to toss in the towel because 
of teen issues, marriage struggles, or homeschool 
headaches, look him or her dead in the eye and say, “This 
can only mean we’re in a good spot.”

Oh yes, it is hard, Mom and Dad… BUT IT IS GOOD!!!

Todd Wilson, author of Lies Homeschooling Moms 
Believe, Help! I’m Married to a Homeschooling 
Mom and The Official Book of Homeschooling 
Cartoons, is a dad, writer, conference speaker, 
and former pastor. As founder of Familyman 
Ministries, his passion and mission are to remind 
dads and moms of what’s most important through 
The Familyman Weekly (a weekly e-mail sent to 
thousands of dads), seminars, and books that 
encourage parents. www.familymanweb.com

 

good things come out of 
the weedy spots.
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by Terri Johnson

Mastering 
Your Schedule 
– Even  During 
the Holidays!

I have found that when you homeschool your children, you 
need to formulate some type of schedule and routine, or 

you will become frustrated and possibly uncertain in what you 
are trying to accomplish.

The question is... how do we get the schedule working well 
for us, especially during the holidays when the activities and 
responsibilities get piled on even higher?

I would like to share with you my Seven Homeschool 
Heresies. (I call these Homeschool Heresies because 
sometimes when I share one of these ideas, I receive a look of 
shock from the listener, as though I had just said a bad word.) 
 

Terri’s Seven Homeschool 
Heresies:

1. You can do school when YOU want to!

You do not have to start at 8 or 9 o’clock in the morning. 
If it works better for your schedule, you can do school 
with your children in the afternoon. I did this a couple 
of times when I had a baby or toddler who was taking 
a nap in the afternoon and it was the only time that I 
could concentrate whole-heartedly on the task at hand. 
 
2. You do not have to do every subject every day, 
or every week, or even every year!

We do grammar three times a week and spelling twice a 
week. We do science three times a week and history four 
times a week. You might decide to do history one week 
and then science the next, or even a monthly rotation, even 
yearly. You don’t have to start grammar until third grade. 
Keep your daily subjects reasonable - don’t do more than 
4-5 a day. During the holidays, you can trim this to 3 or 4. 
 
3. You can be finished before noon!

In fact, you should be if you have kids in grades 6 
and under. Schoolwork with the little ones should take 
2 hours or less. My high schoolers spend 3-5 hours 
a day on their school work, usually closer to 3 or 4. 
They take outside classes and can still pull this off! 
 
4. You should never reward quick work with more 
work!

This is the surest way to squelch efficiency in your 
homeschool. If a child works quickly and completes what you 
have asked him to do, reward that child with extra free time 
or a fun activity that he has been longing to do. If you want 
your kids to work slowly, then make them do extra work when 
they finish before the time you have allotted for that subject. 
 
5. Don’t turn every interest your child has into a 
unit study!

This is another way to squelch the love of learning, 
particularly the love of learning about something on 
your own. If every time your child shows a passion for 
something (say butterflies or racing cars) you assign 
a paper on it, they will stop sharing their interests with 
you. Am I against unit studies? Oh, far to the contrary! 
We love to do unit studies to break up the monotony of 
school, especially during the winter and spring months. 
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6. School is a given!

School should be so much a part of your routine that 
your kids do not ask you, “Are we doing school today?” 
It should be on the same level as brushing teeth or 
getting dressed. School is just what we do. Besides, 
routine is comforting for children. In fact, when we have 
something special planned and I am secretly planning 
to give my kids the day off school, they will often have it 
finished before I get up and have my first cup of coffee. 

 
7. Take days off when you want to (or need to)!

You are the master of your schedule and you are in 
charge. If you want to take a day off school, then do it! The 
beauty of homeschooling is that we can choose our days 
off. We often do not take the federally recognized holidays 
off, such as Columbus Day or Veterans Day. We sometimes 
do not take two weeks off at Christmas, maybe only one 
and get back to it after Christmas, instead of waiting until 
after the New Year. But I almost always take the entire 
week of Thanksgiving off because I have relatives coming 
into town and want to get the house cleaned and the food 
prepared in advance. Take the days off that you will most 
enjoy and need the most to get other things accomplished. 

Here’s a bonus one (maybe this is more of pet-peeve 
than a heresy):

8. Don’t turn Christmas into a unit study!

Christmas is a holy celebration and I steer clear 
of unit studies that make it cutesy or just provide my 
children (and me) with busy work. I am all for Advent, but 
Christmas unit studies? Frankly, I don’t have time for that 
and it is too sacred a holiday to minimize into busy work! 
 
I want to emphasize how important the family calendar 
is. This is your central place to record Christmas parties, 
outings, appointments, library book due dates, youth group, 
classes, gifts due, company visiting, etc

If it is not on the calendar, you may forget. You may be 
a master of keeping all information safely tucked away in 
your brain, but your family cannot read your mind. They 
can read the calendar. In particular, your husband needs 
to know what is going on, whether he is included in the 
activity or not.

Finally, I want to touch on two more aspects:  routine and 
traditions. Kids thrive in routine and they love traditions.

First, routine…
Help your children get into good habits by following 

a routine. Frankly, you do not have to move through 
your day in a military-like fashion and change 
subjects at exactly 30 minutes, but you may establish 
that we do this first, then this, then this. 

Routine is great for before school activities, such 
as breakfast, dressing, morning chores, etc. It works 
great during school and it is especially helpful from 
dinnertime on.

We have a routine of family devotions right after 
breakfast and before school. This is expected and 
enjoyed. During the four weeks before Christmas, 
we use this time to celebrate Advent. We read 
through stories that tell the Christmas story and we 
sing carols in anticipation of the coming celebration.

If you would like to incorporate Advent into your 
holiday school schedule, pick a consistent time that 
you can include this and preferably when Dad is 
home. Once Christmas is past, you can continue with 
family devotions using something else to guide you. 

 

Finally, traditions…
Establish some traditions for the holiday 

season,  i f  you haven’ t  done so al ready. 
If you have traditions that you want to incorporate 
and aren’t sure how to pull it off because you have 
schoolwork to do, ditch the schoolwork! 

You are the master of your schedule and can 
throw it out any time you choose. This is the beauty 
of homeschooling! We can go see the Nutcracker 
during the day when school is in session. We don’t 
have to make it up later - we can just enjoy the day 
off!
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Here’s to a sane holiday season! May you and yours 
truly delight in the meaning of the holidays we celebrate by 
simplifying and working together as a team. Have a wonderful 
Thanksgiving and joyous Christmas!

Warm wishes, Terri Johnson

Terri Johnson enjoys helping homeschooling families 
succeed. For 10 years, her company Knowledge Quest, Inc. 
has published a large selection of history and geography 
curricula (including mobile apps) for the homeschooling 
marketplace. www.KnowledgeQuestMaps.com. As new 
and experienced homeschooling parents are using more 
technology than ever, Knowledge Quest is seeking to provide 
an online location where parents can find, rate and review 
the best mobile apps available for educational use at www.
Apps-School.com. 

Order Family Favorites from the Homeschool Kitchen
and get a FREE multi-age unit study!*
• Hundreds of simple, delicious recipes.
• Quick, healthy, affordable meals.
• Fun lessons for the whole family on where food comes from!
* Offer good 9/1–10/31/11. All profits from the sale of this cookbook go to help 
needy homeschoolers through the Home School Foundation.

www.hslda.org/CB-US2 • 540-338-5600

4 Additional Holiday Tips:
1. Decide which days you will take off from school. You 
do NOT need to follow the public school calendar.

2. Ask your children for help. They can help you clean 
the house, make decorations, supervise the little ones, 
and roll up their sleeves in the kitchen. You don’t need to 
be a lone ranger and do it everything yourselfr.

3. Schedule daily Advent readings into your holiday 
plans. This is the best way I know to slow down and 
enjoy the season for what it is. We have a new favorite 
Advent book. It is called Jotham’s Journey. And if holiday 
preparations or activities ever begin to feel overwhelming 
or cause you to panic, I suggest that you stop and pray. 
Refocus, reprioritize, reconsider... is this important or 
should we just not do it?

4. Simplify your gift giving by purchasing family gifts 
instead of individual gifts. Not only can you spend less 
per family, but it looks and feels like more. You can put 
together a family basket with a theme such as “movie 
night,” “game night,” “snow day,” etc. If “movie night” is 
your theme, you can include popcorn, movie candy, a 
family DVD, all wrapped up in a soft throw. A “snow day” 
theme might include gloves and/or scarves, hot chocolate, 
cookies and maybe even a plastic slide! Or perhaps you 
might rather give a “night out” for the family with a gift card 
to their favorite family restaurant.
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SUPPORT GROUP 
LEADERS
IDEAS FROM 
YOUR FRIENDS

WHAT MATTERS MOST
In the midst of our hectic schedules and sometimes 

overwhelming responsibilities, it is good to stop and think about 
what matters most. Jesus put it this way: “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second 
is like it. You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two 
commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”

The primary goal of Christian homeschooling is not for our 
students to achieve, get rich, or become famous, but to learn 
to love and serve God and others.

The first homeschool family came into being when God created 
Adam and Eve. Unfortunately, they failed to do what mattered 
most and passed their sin nature on to the first homeschooled 
student, who murdered the second. Millenia later, some 
government-schooled students are doing the same for similar 
reasons. Only by God’s grace can we do better. In Christ Jesus, 
there is hope, as we focus on what matters most.

In obedience to God’s second command, in the homeschooling 
community one “neighbor” helps another and others join in. It is 
from these “love groups” that homeschool support groups are 
born. As your support group grows, whether you are advising 
curriculum choice or planning activities, dealing with difficult 
people or encouraging a lonely mom, don’t lose sight of what 
matters most.

~Dawn Baumeister

SUPPORT FOR 
SUPPORT GROUPS

You are not alone. There are a multitude of homeschool 
support groups out there. Wouldn’t it be great if we could all 
get together to share ideas, problems and solutions, advice, 
encouragement, and vision?

Well, we can! At any time, from anywhere, on the worldwide 
web you can log onto the Facebook page “I am a Homeschool 
Group Leader,” which has been gathering participants for 
over 2 years and has more than 160 members from states 
all over the USA as well as from the UK and Germany (a 
military base). Topics of discussion have included organization, 
motivation, activities, co-ops, non-profit regulations, policies, 
planning, dealing with difficult people, conferences, documents, 
fundraising, getting dads involved, resources, and the list goes 
on! And there are great links, too, to other helpful sites.

PA CIVIL WAR 150 ROAD SHOW
September 24 – October 1

Bloomsburg Fair
Fort McClure Blvd. & US Route 11

www.pacivilwar150.com/road-show-schedule.aspx

PSAT INFORMATION
October 12 or 15 (Register early)

www.collegeboard.com

HIGH SCHOOL AT HOME: THE NEXT STEP
Saturday, October 29 (Register by October 19)

Patrick Henry College, Purcellville, VA
www.hslda.org/highschool/TeachTrain

Find even more events at www.chapcalendar.com

“What was YOUR funniest
Mom’s Night Out?” 

Send in your experience to editors@CHAPmag.com, and 
we will choose some responses to print in the next issue 
for your enjoyment and inspiration.  ~Dawn Baumeister

TAPPING YOUR   
      RESOURCES

A homeschool support group represents many walks of life, 
from truck drivers, EMTs, chaplains, and nurses to engineers, 
artists, pilots, teachers, etc. Why not tap into this pool of 
experience to expose your students to a myriad of career 
choices?

First you have to know what careers are represented in your 
group. Include a questionnaire with your membership/renewal 
form to find out occupations, hobbies and other information that 
may be helpful to you in your planning. 

When your group gets together, invite a parent to speak to 
your students about his/her occupation. Or plan a “Career Night” 
that may include other people besides parents with booths 
representing various occupations where students could obtain 
information and have questions answered. As people connect, 
internships and apprenticeships may result. God may use one 
of these presentations in the life of a homeschooled student to 
direct that one into His calling even as He uses missionaries who 
speak in a church to call one into missions. Whatever roles God 
calls us into, whether “secular” or “sacred,” should be considered 
“full-time Christian service,” as we represent Him to the world.

~Dawn Baumeister

QUESTION?
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4 Happy Autumn! 
What a busy time of getting back into our homeschool 

routines and, hopefully, squeezing in a few fun fall family field 
trips (sorry, I just couldn’t resist the alliteration opportunity)! 
Of course, the very best field trips are those where we can 
grow closer as a family, have a lot of fun together, make lots 
of great memories (with entertaining stories to tell later), and 
learn LOTS in the process. 

This is my favorite time of year, with fairs, harvest festivals, 
pumpkin patches, apples and apple cider, corn mazes, and 
the beautiful fall foliage coming into its peak in October. You 
can visit www.fallinpa.com for the latest ‘foliage report’ for 
your area of the state, and while you are at that site you can 
click on the home page to check out the new official tourism 
website of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania www.VisitPA.
com. It is chock FULL of ideas for travel and tourism all 
around the Commonwealth. Happy traveling! 

 Some great places to see the spectacular fall foliage 
and to appreciate God’s amazing creation in nature are our 
Pennsylvania State Parks. With many, many State Parks all 
over our commonwealth, you are sure to have one nearby. 

Best known for its spectacular waterfalls, one of our 
favorites is Rickett’s Glen State Park. Named for Civil War 
Colonel Robert Bruce Ricketts, the park is located 30 miles 
north of Bloomsburg on PA487 in Benton, and is arguably 
one of the most scenic areas in PA. The park covers over 

13,000 acres of old growth timber forests, natural wetlands, 
diverse wildlife, hiking trails, a 245-acre lake, and many 
breathtaking waterfalls. 

The waterfalls and hiking trails are what enticed our 
family to venture out to this beautiful park, and we were not 
disappointed! There are 22 named waterfalls, with Ganoga 
Falls being the highest at 94 feet. Moderate to difficult in its 
degree of difficulty, the Falls Trail is a 7.2 mile full loop, or a 
shorter 3.5 mile loop that takes you past 18 of the 22 named 
waterfalls. It can be tricky due to narrow and steep areas, 
with slippery sections near the falls, so be sure to wear the 
proper footwear (hiking boots) and be aware that this trail 
is too difficult for younger children. If you are prepared and 
take it carefully, you will be rewarded with some of the most 
beautiful scenery you have ever seen. 

Some of the many other things to do for the entire family at 
Rickett’s Glen are enjoying the 600-foot beach and swimming 
in Lake Jean (open late May through mid-September), 
boating (you can rent rowboats, paddleboats, kayaks and 
canoes), camping (tents or cabins), fishing, picnicking, and 
hiking many of the 26 miles of trails (ranging from easy to 
difficult) throughout the park. 

An easy hike is the short Evergreen Trail that takes you 
through one of the few stands of old growth forest remaining 
in Pennsylvania. With trees at over 300 years old and many 
with a diameter of over 4 feet and standing 100 feet high, 
this is a sight not to be missed! 

by Bonnie Janus

Field Trips
                in     
Pennsylvania
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Bonnie Janus is incredibly thankful to be able to enjoy 
every adventurous moment of homeschooling her two 
zany, invention-minded boys, ages 13 and 9, and has been 
happily married to her high school sweetheart, Walt, for 
the past 22 years. She spends her time seeking to grow 
ever closer to the heart of God by learning all she can and 
through being a wife and mother, teaching her own children, 
teaching other homeschooled children, gardening, helping 
to care for their small chicken flock, cheering her boys on 
in soccer and lacrosse, and taking interesting field trips 
with her family! 

Visit the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources’ 
website for Rickett’s Glen www.visitpaparks.com/parks/
rickettsglen.aspx to find more information on all that the park 
has to offer and for trail maps, camp maps, etc. Call in advance 
(570-477-5675) to set up a guided walk or presentation (March-
November) for families or groups. And don’t forget to bring your 
camera when you visit!

Kids Love Pennsylvania 
4th Edition - Review

by Bonnie Janus

Kids Love Pennsylvania, 4th edition is the latest 
edition of a family-friendly travel guide written by 
George and Michele Zavatsky, and it is chock full of 
VERY useful information! Billed as “Your Family Travel 
Guide to Exploring ‘Kid-Friendly’ Pennsylvania,” it 
doesn’t disappoint and covers “600 fun stops and 
unique spots” to explore in Pennsylvania. George and 
Michele Zavatsky and their two children have traveled 
over 250,000 miles in their minivan all over the U.S. 
They have “been there, done that” and have put their 
experiences to good use (and to wonderful help to the 
rest of us) in a series of select state travel guides. We 
have found the Pennsylvania book to be very user-
friendly because it has been so thoughtfully organized. 

Each chapter explores a region of the state that 
covers a 2 hour radius. Designed to be half to full 
day trips, each region is sorted alphabetically by city, 
and then alphabetically by destination. There is also 
a master index if you want to look up a place you are 
interested in, and the ‘famous’ Activity Index which lists 
all the places in the book by type of activity (a great way 

to plan activities with your children). This new edition, 
released just this year, has been updated and includes 
some new locations. You can visit their “Kid Tested” 
website at www.kidslovetravel.com for the updated list 
if you already own a previous edition (updates are found 
under the ‘Family Travel Blog’ tab). 

Their website also has a ‘Homeschool Help’ tab 
which specifically addresses field trips, with some great 
tips for incorporating curriculum (and there is even a 
section on Geocaching and Letterboxing). Also on the 
website they have e-books available to purchase for 
immediate download, lots of travel books and games 
available for purchase to make the trip more fun, and 
a ton of other useful information for traveling with your 
family. Their mission statement is to help families “create 
family memories,” and they certainly are doing just that! 
Our family HIGHLY recommends this book for your family 
travel planning! 

BOOK REVIEW

I would LOVE to hear from YOU, too! Send me a 
detailed write-up of your favorite family adventures 
in and around PA, and I will choose one or two to 
feature right here in this column! Especially places 
in the western part of the state since I live in the 
Northeast, but I am looking for reviews of all the great 
places. Use the contact form on the CHAPonline.com 
website. Can’t wait to hear from you!

Bonnie
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Most of us are blessed beyond measure with both 
temporal and spiritual gifts. Yet we often fail to 

recognize many of our blessings. In recent years God has 
impressed on me how blessed I am with things that are totally 
out of my control. True, all blessings are ultimately from God, 
but some “chains of events” particularly struck me. Please 
indulge me while I take a rare moment to share personal 
information as an example.

My life would be vastly different if God had not worked in 
my parents’ lives. My mother, despite a harsh father, became 
a Christian, and God rescued my father, who though having 
Christian parents, was living a worldly life. God brought them 
to a church whose pastor taught the Word of God and also 
emphasized missions. After a missionary spoke there in the 
early 1970’s, both my parents felt that God was leading them 
to overseas mission work. God took our family from a mostly 
spiritually-dead area of Pennsylvania to the mission field where I 
was surrounded with a large Christian missionary “family.” There 
I also gained a different perspective on life and the world than I 
would have by staying where we had lived in PA. I had absolutely 
no hand in any of those events, but my life has certainly been 
enriched by them.

There are many other aspects of my life which I count as 
blessings that are also due to no effort on my part. I am blessed to 
live in America (yes, there are many problems, but live elsewhere 
for a while and then come here!) where we have freedom to 
worship freely and freedom to homeschool. Why wasn’t I born 
in Iran or North Korea? I am also blessed to be homeschooling 
our children. Why did God show Tim and me that this was the 
best way to train our children while so many others have not yet 
come to realize this? I am blessed to have five children. Why, 

when many couples long for just one? I am blessed to have all 
of God’s Word in my native tongue, while literally thousands of 
people groups have no Scripture at all in their “heart language.” 
God has chosen me as His child. Why me, when so many still 
walk in darkness?

These blessings are only part of the package. God has 
bestowed many temporal blessings on me. I have food 

on my table, a roof over my head, a vehicle to drive, a wonderful, 
large, crazy family. I have books to read, friends, glasses to help 
my aging eyes, clothes for my body, clean water to bathe in and 
drink, a washing machine, and the list goes on.

But God says, “giving thanks always for all things to God 
the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 
5:20) and “in everything give thanks, for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus for you” (I Thessalonians 5:18). Does this mean 
to be thankful for the hard things in life? Yes, I have also been 
blessed with trials. After enjoying a great year of high school and 
anticipating two more there, God took our family from Brasil and 
brought us to the United States. I felt ripped apart. After finally 
semi-adjusting to life here, my parents then left me just before 
my third and most difficult year of college. Now I felt abandoned. 
After being married, my daughter 
had severe neurological problems 
when she was only a toddler and 
while we were living in Germany. 

Years later, our third son 
nearly wasted away from 

colitis while we sought a diagnosis 
and a way to treat him. We have 
frequently l ived paycheck-to-
paycheck. We have struggled in 
our marriage. We have had to leave 
a church family of twenty-plus years. 
So how are these blessings? Well, 
they have been opportunities for 
me to see God work and to see 
His faithfulness. They have given 
me sympathy for those dealing 
with illness and hospital stays. I 
can empathize with those who live 
simply out of necessity. These trials 
have driven me to God’s Word to 
provide strength and have produced 
growth in me that probably would not 
have occurred if my life had been 
easy. And they have helped me 
to pray for those in similar difficult 
circumstances. “We also glory in 
tribulations, knowing that tribulation 

The Closet:

A Thankful 
Heart by Valerie Moore

“Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me bless 
His holy name! Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not 
all His benefits: Who forgives all your iniquities, who heals 
all your diseases, who redeems your life from destruction, 
who crowns you with lovingkindness and tender mercies, 
who satisfies your mouth with good things, so that your youth 
is renewed like the eagle’s.” Psalm 103:1-5

“O give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy 
endures forever.” Psalm 118:1
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produces perseverance; and perseverance, character; and 
character, hope” (Romans 5:3-4). 

I recently heard someone share how he has a tendency to 
glorify his problems. I have that same tendency — to give all 
my focus and attention to my problems rather than giving glory 
to the One who has the solution to those problems. One way 
to overcome this tendency is with thankfulness. (Thanks to Ian 
Owens.)

So how about you? Are you thankful? Sometimes it is a minute-
by-minute effort to focus on what God has given us rather than 
letting Satan draw our focus to ourselves. We do not want to 
be like the nine lepers, who, after Jesus healed them, went on 
their way. Let us be like the one who “returned and with a loud 
voice glorified God, and fell down on his face at His feet, giving 
Him thanks” (Luke 17:15-16).

Thanks to God
Thanks to God, for boundless mercy 
From Thy gracious throne above; 
Thanks for ev’ry need provided
From the fullness of Thy love! 
Thanks for daily toil and labor
And for rest when shadows fall; 
Thanks for love of friend and neighbor
And Thy goodness unto all!

Thanks for thorns as well as roses,
Thanks for weakness and for health;
Thanks for clouds as well as sunshine,
Thanks for poverty and wealth!
Thanks for pain as well as pleasure–
All Thou sendest day by day;
And Thy Word, our dearest treasure, 
Shedding light upon our way.

Thanks, O God, for home and fireside,
Where we share our daily bread;
Thanks for hours of sweet communion,
When by Thee our souls are fed!
Thanks for grace in time of sorrow
And for joy and peace in Thee;
Thanks for hope today, tomorrow,
And for all eternity!

Count Your 
Blessings

When upon life’s billows you are tempest-tossed,
When you are discouraged, thinking all is lost,
Count your many blessings, name them one by one, 
And it will surprise you what the Lord hath done.

Are you ever burdened with a load of care? 
Does the cross seem heavy you are called to bear?
Count your many blessings, every doubt will fly,
And you will be singing as the days go by.

When you look at others with their lands and gold, 
Think that Christ has promised you His wealth untold;
Count your many blessings, money cannot buy 
Your reward in heaven nor your home on high.

So amid the conflict, whether great or small, 
Do not be discouraged, God is over all;
Count your many blessings, angels will attend,
Help and comfort give you to your journey’s end.

Count your blessings, name them one by one;
Count your blessings, see what God has done;
Count your blessings, name them one by one;
Count your many blessings, see what God hath done.

Specific Requests:
*Pray for Don Catlett, the new chairman of the CHAP board, 

as he adjusts to these new responsibilities. Thank God for his 
willingness to fill this role.
*Pray for the families struggling with finances or illness this fall, 

that God would provide all they need.
*Pray for the Parental Rights Amendment to pass and for 

homeschooling to remain legal here in the USA.
*Pray for wisdom as CHAP seeks how best to work on 

educational issues with our state legislature.

Looking for Prayer 
Partners:

 If you regularly read this column, you remember that I recently 
mentioned the biblical account of Aaron and Hur holding up 
Moses’ hands as Israel fought the Amalekites. CHAP is looking 
for some partners like this, to hold up our arms, per se, and 
stand with us in prayer. If you would like to be part of our team 
in prayer, please let us know. 

You can send an email to prayerteam@chaponline.com or 
drop us a note at our office:

CHAP
Attn: Prayer Team
231 N. Chestnut St.
Palmyra, PA 17078

Valerie Moore lives in south-central PA with her 
husband Tim and their children, and has, by the daily 
grace of God, homeschooled their children since 1997. 
They have served on the CHAP Board since 2005.



Educational Options In Pennsylvania 
Adapted with permission from CHEC of Colorado 2/2007 | Updated by CHAP 2010 

 

Public School Charter School Public At Home/ Cyber Charter 

Policy It is the right of the state of 
Pennsylvania to choose the proper 

education and training for the 
children under its care and 

supervision. 

It is the right of the state of 
Pennsylvania, along with some input 
from a parental board, to choose the 
proper education and training for the 

children under its care and supervision. 

It is the right of the state of 
Pennsylvania to choose the proper 

education and training for the 
children under its care and 

supervision. 

Parent’s Time 
Required 

Parents are asked to help in 
classrooms plus may need to help 

child with homework. May also need 
to deliver and pick up children. 

Parents may be required to help in 
school plus may need to help child with 

homework. May also need to deliver 
and pick up children. 

Parents may be required to help in 
school plus may need to help with 

homework. 

Child’s Time 
Required 

6-7 hours per day, 
plus 1 to 4 hours of homework/day 

6-7 hours per day, 
plus 1 to 4 hours of homework/day 

About 6-7 hours per day, 
plus additional time if needed 

Parental Control 
Over Schedule 

Lowest: government/school board 
sets all aspects of schedule. 

Lowest: government/school board 
sets all aspects of schedule. 

Medium: assignments must be done on 
time but parent can decide daily 

schedule. 
Costs Per Child School collects at least $5900 plus 

expenditures for each child from 
public taxes. 

School collects at least $5900 plus 
expenditures for each child from 

public taxes.  

School collects at least $5900 plus 
expenditures for each child from 

public taxes. Families may receive on 
loan computers, internet access, free 
material, and /or reimbursement for 

some expenses. 

Safety of Child Low: most incidents of violence 
against school age children have 

happened in or around public 
schools.

Low to Medium: most charter schools 
have fewer incidents of crimes than 

public schools. 

Highest: children are with parents during 
the day, if parents supervise. 

Testing & 
Advancement 

The state mandates that the PSSA 
(assessment test) is given to each 

child. Advancement is determined by 
teacher.

The state mandates that the PSSA 
(assessment test) is given to each child. 
Other standardized tests may be added. 
Advancement is determined by teacher. 

The state mandates that the PSSA 
(assessment test) is given to each child. 
Other standardized tests may be added. 
Advancement is determined by teacher. 

Parental Control 
over Curriculum 

None: all aspects are controlled by 
school board, local, state, and federal 

government. 

Very Low: parents may be a part of 
charter school board to help select 

curriculum, but school is under 
government control and subject to 

charter.

Very Low: curriculum choice limited to 
options offered through chosen school. 

Freedom from 
Government 
Control over 
Curriculum 

None: all aspects are controlled by 
school board, local, state, and federal 

government.  

Low: local, state, and federal 
governments have full control, but allow 

more input from parents and school 
board. 

Low: curriculum is packaged with full 
government school board approval, 

but it may be added to.  
Individual school districts may change 

requirements and control. 

Religious
Content/

Worldview

No Biblical worldview teaching 
allowed, however other beliefs are 
brought in through school material, 

teachers and other children. 

No Biblical worldview teaching 
allowed, however other beliefs are 
brought in through school material, 

teachers and other children. 

No Biblical worldview teaching 
allowed, however other beliefs are 
brought in through school material. 
Parents may add their own religious 

material after hours, but may not remove 
any material in lesson plan. 

Family
Involvement 

Low: parents may be involved in the 
classroom but teacher/school controls 
involvement. In most cases, no other 

family members are included. 

Low: parents may be involved in the 
classroom but teacher/school controls 
involvement. In most cases, no other 

family members are included. 

Mixed: whole family can learn together 
and some classes can be taught together, 
if parents get involved beyond the cyber 

curriculum. 

Did you know that the homeschool law in Pennsylvania is completely different than the charter 
school law? Visit www.CHAPonline.com and follow the “Getting Started” tab to the  

“What’s the Difference” tab and compare the requirements and restrictions.



Educational Options In Pennsylvania 
Adapted with permission from CHEC of Colorado 2/2007 | Updated by CHAP 2010 

 

Part-Time Public School Private School Independent Homeschool 

Policy It is the right of the state of 
Pennsylvania to choose the proper 

education and training for the 
children under its care and 

supervision. 

It is the right of the private school’s 
board (in some cases, along with the 

parent) to choose the proper education 
and training for the children under its 

care and supervision. 

It is the primary right and obligation of 
the parent to choose the proper education 
and training for the children under their 

care and supervision. 

Parent’s Time 
Required 

Parents act as coach, overseeing 
student class work according to 

program schedule. Various amounts 
of grading and record keeping are 
also included. May be more class 

hours than homeschooling. 

Parents may be required to help in 
school plus may need to help child with 

homework. May also need to deliver 
and pick up children. 

Teaching time plus planning, grading 
and record keeping. (Depending on 

curriculum, it may add a few too many 
hours/week in planning.) 

Child’s Time 
Required 

Public school hours plus homework 
assignments and homeschool hours. 

6-7 hours per day,  
plus 1 to 4 hours of homework/day. 

Child must receive instructional contact 
180 days or 900 hr/year (lower grades) 

and 990 hr/year (upper grades). 
Parental Control 

Over Schedule 
Medium Low: parent must plan day 
around public school hours to fit in 

home teaching. 

Low: private schools have differing 
policies, but it is still set by the school.

Highest: outside of the number of days 
and hours the child must work, parent is 

in full control of the schedule. 

Costs Per Child Amount school gets will vary. 
If child is in school more than 50% 

of day, school gets minimum of 
$5900 plus expenditures. 

$1,000 - $10,000 per year, per child, 
paid by parent. 

Average $450 per year, per child, 
paid by parent. 

Safety of Child Mixed: Low while child is at public 
school; High while at home. 
(See public school safety.) 

Low to Medium: most private schools 
have fewer incidents of crimes than 

public schools. 

Highest: children are with parents during 
the day. 

Testing & 
Advancement 

The state mandates that the PSSA 
(assessment test) is given to each 

child. Other standardized tests may 
be added. Advancement is 

determined by teacher.  

Testing is subject to each school and 
state law. Advancement determined by 

each teacher and/or board. 

 Annual evaluation by evaluator based 
on interview and portfolio. Standardized 
tests given in grades 3, 5, 8 and results 

submitted with annual portfolio to satisfy 
state requirements. Parent decides the 
pace and advancement for each child. 

Parental Control 
over Curriculum 

Medium: parent may be able to select 
classes for their child of the ones 

offered. All home curriculum is same 
as homeschool. 

Medium: varies with chosen school. 
Private school board chooses 

curriculum. 

Highest: parents may choose material, as 
long as certain subjects are covered. 

Freedom from 
Government 
Control over 
Curriculum 

Mixed: Low for classes at the public 
school; High for classes at home. 

High: private schools have a great deal 
of flexibility in what and how they 

teach.

Highest: parents have the most freedom 
from government control when they 

teach their own children. 

Religious
Content/

Worldview

No Biblical worldview teaching 
allowed in public school. Other 

beliefs are brought in through school 
material, teachers and other children. 
Parents may add their own religious 

material. 

Varied: depends on the school chosen. 
The school controls the religious 

content. 

Greatest Freedom: parent may 
incorporate their own Biblical 

worldview. Bible may be made the 
center of curriculum. 

Family
Involvement 

Mixed: depending on the number of 
hours in the public school. (See 
Public School and Independent 

Homeschool boxes.) 

Low: parents may be involved in the 
classroom but teacher/school controls 
involvement. In most cases, no other 

family members are included. 

Highest: classes can be set up for whole 
family. Older children can help work 
with younger children, and extended 

family members can be included. 

This chart is also available for download at www.CHAPonline.com along with many more helpful 
articles, forms, and resources. 

Click on the “Getting Started” tab to begin your homeschool journey. 
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Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, [and] giving of thanks be made 
for all men, for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and reverence.   1 Timothy 2:1-2

by Kevin Kanoff

“God who gave us life gave us liberty. And can 
the liberties of a nation be thought secure when we 
have removed their only firm basis, a conviction in 
the minds of the people that these liberties are the 
Gift of God? That they are not to be violated but with 
His wrath? Indeed, I tremble for my country when I 
reflect that God is just; that His justice cannot sleep 
forever.” Thomas Jefferson 1781

(Excerpts are inscribed on the walls of the Jefferson Memorial in 
the nation’s capital.) [Source: Merrill . D. Peterson, ed., Jefferson 
Writings, (New York: Literary Classics of the United States, Inc., 
1984), Vol. IV, p. 289. From Jefferson’s Notes on the State of 
Virginia, Query XVIII, 1781.] See also: Washington ed. viii, 404. 

EDITION: Ford ed., iii, 267. DATE: 1782 

An atheistic idea of how government and church should 
interact is being spread through our modern society as if it 
is a fact. They call this atheistic idea, Separation of Church 
and State. Not only is the atheistic definition being presented 
as a fact, it is being presented as if it is well defined in our 
nation’s founding documents. Generally those who use this 
phrase tend to imply that God needs to be removed from all 
government functions held by any office, in Federal, State 
and local levels of government. Those who propound this 
atheistic idea use Thomas Jefferson as the inventor of the 
idea. I believe that Thomas Jefferson had something different 
in mind. As we can see from the quote above that Thomas 
Jefferson clearly acknowledged God as the creator of liberty 
and the need for citizens of the United States of America to 
have this same conviction. Further President Jefferson, while 
in office, said the following:

When we assemble together to consider the state 
of our beloved country, our just attentions are first 
drawn to those pleasing circumstances which mark 
the goodness of that Being from whose favor they 
flow, and the large measure of thankfulness we 
owe for His bounty. 

Thomas Jefferson

Second Annual Message. EDITION: Washington ed. viii, 15. 

EDITION: Ford ed., viii, 181. DATE: Dec. 1802

After reading these quotes, it is hard for me to imagine 
that Thomas Jefferson intended God to be removed from 
government and never mentioned or acknowledged at a 
government function. 

We do know that in the “Bill of Rights” the following is stated:

“Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom 
of speech, or of the press; or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 
the Government for a redress of grievances.” 

US Constitution, Amendment 1 

Congress shall make 
no law respecting 
an establishment of 
religion…
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Kevin Kanoff and his wife Megg have been 
homeschooling their four children since 1995. 
Kevin’s duties on the CHAP Board include monitoring 
the state legislature and writing the legislative brief.

It seems very clear that our founding fathers did not want a particular 
church controlled by the Federal Government to be declared the official 
national religion. Just a little study of European history will show that when 
the government controls a certain segment of society, such as church, 
“party politics” wins out and truth is lost. In other words God has certain 
tasks for the governments of nations, ruling over the Church is not one 
of those tasks. 

Thomas Jefferson did make the following statement which has been 
used to establish the Separation of Church and State Doctrine;

I believe that this letter confirms my previous 
assertion. Thomas Jefferson was very conscious of 
and did not want the Federal Government to establish 
a particular denomination as the official religion of the 
United States of America. However he did not avoid 
a personal reverence for God and deemed that all 
citizens of the United State of America need to have 
that acknowledgement of God’s Mercy and Grace. 

Additionally those who propound the atheistic view 
of separation of church and state look to the courts 
to interpret the US Constitution and almost always 
view the US Constitution as “a living document” which 
needs interpretation with the current point of view. 
Of course God in His providence provided our nation 
with wise founders. Thomas Jefferson later in life 
made the following comment addressing this issue; 

“You seem to consider the judges as the 
ultimate arbiters of all constitutional questions; 
a very dangerous doctrine indeed, and one 
which would place us under the despotism of an 
oligarcy... The Constitution has erected no such 
single tribunal... knowing that to whatever hands 
confided, with corruptions of time and party, its 
members would become despots.” 

[Thomas Jefferson Sept 28, 1820 letter to William Jarvis] 

In conclusion, at many levels of society we need 
to stand for truth and clear thinking as our Father 
has laid out in scripture. God oftentimes in scripture 
recounts the events of history and His work in history. 
Therefore I believe it is important for us look to history 
and what was said and done in history. As we face 
these politically trying times, continue to trust in God 
who has dominion over all aspects of life. 

 
To messers Nehemiah Dodge, Ephraim Robbins, & Stephen 

S. Nelson, a committee of the Danbury Baptist association in the 
state of Connecticut.

The affectionate sentiments of esteem and approbation which 
you are so good as to express towards me, on behalf of the 
Danbury Baptist association, give me the highest satisfaction. my 
duties dictate a faithful and zealous pursuit of the interests of my 
constituents, & in proportion as they are persuaded of my fidelity 
to those duties, the discharge of them becomes more and more 
pleasing.

Believing with you that religion is a matter which lies solely between 
Man & his God, that he owes account to none other for his faith 
or his worship, that the legitimate powers of government reach 
actions only, & not opinions, I contemplate with sovereign reverence 
that act of the whole American people which declared that their 
legislature should “make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof,” thus building a wall 
of separation between Church & State. [Congress thus inhibited 
from acts respecting religion, and the Executive authorised only 
to execute their acts, I have refrained from prescribing even those 
occasional performances of devotion, practiced indeed by the 
Executive of another nation as the legal head of its church, but 
subject here, as religious exercises only to the voluntary regulations 
and discipline of each respective sect.] Adhering to this expression 
of the supreme will of the nation in behalf of the rights of conscience, 
I shall see with sincere satisfaction the progress of those sentiments 
which tend to restore to man all his natural rights, convinced he 
has no natural right in opposition to his social duties.

I reciprocate your kind prayers for the protection & blessing of the 
common father and creator of man, and tender you for yourselves & 
your religious association assurances of my high respect & esteem.

(signed)  
Jan.1.1802.
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CHAP ESSAY CONTEST
This year’s essay contest will be based on 1 Corinthians 1:18:

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

Each participant should write on what this verse means and 
how it applies to the student. The essay should be no more than 
1,000 words in length (typewritten and double spaced).

CHAP ART CONTEST
This year’s art contest will be divided into two categories: 
1. Drawing and Painting Category: This category includes  

      pencil, pen, pastels and paint artwork.  
2. Photography: This category includes any photos taken  

      by the student. 
For more information, rules, deadlines and entry form, please visit 

www.chapcontest.com.

CHAP SCHOLARSHIP
CHAP is offering two scholarships for traditionally homeschooled 

students. The student should have already graduated or be 
graduating in the spring of 2012. The scholarships are for CHAP 
Members who are planning on continuing their education.

The award amounts are: $1,000 & $500
Applications and requirements for the scholarships will be available at 

www.chapcontest.com beginning November 1. Scholarship applications 
will be accepted from November 1, 2011 through February 28, 2012. 

Beginning November 
1st!

2012 PENNSYLVANIA 
HOMESCHOOL GRADUATION
The Christian Homeschool Association of Pennsylvania is 

pleased to announce that it will be providing our 2nd Graduation 
Ceremony during the CHAP Convention on Friday evening, 
May 11, 2012.

An invitation is extended to all 2012 Pennsylvania Graduates 
who will have completed the Pennsylvania educational 
requirements for the 2012 school year. Please be aware that 
the ceremony is being provided to honor the student for their 
achievements but does not take the responsibility of verifying 
that the requirements for the state law have been met. This is 
the sole responsibility of the parent(s) as deemed by the state 
of Pennsylvania.

Caps and gowns will be worn, and parents will present 
certificates of participation in the graduation. A fee to cover costs, 
to include use of cap and gown and other incidentals, along 
with further information will be announced in the near future. So 
spread the word and keep your eyes open for updates in the 
CHAP Magazine, the CHAP eNews, or on the CHAP website! 
The deadline for registering to participate in the graduation is 
February 1, 2012.

CHAP USED CURRICULUM SALE
The new and improved Used Curriculum Sale is returning in 

May of 2012. We have streamlined checkout for the buyers and 
book distribution and retrieval for the sellers. Stay tuned for 
updates and be blessed as you start back to school in the fall!

are open to all traditionally homeschooled students
between the ages of 10 and 18. 

Each category is divided into two age divisions:
• Division 1 – students ages 10 through 14
• Division 2 – students ages 15 through 18

Each entry is eligible for: 
• Participation Certificate available at the 2012 Convention
• Student gallery display at the Convention
• Monetary prize

CHAP will award the following prizes for each category:
1st – $250, Certificate  |  2nd – $100, Certificate  |  3rd – $50, Certificate 

CHAP
CONTEST AND AWARDS

Entries must be received between Jan 1 and Feb 28, 2012,
with the $10 registration fee.

The CHAP Art & Essay Contests

Begi
nning

 

Janu
ary

1st!



www.chapmag.com     |     www.chaponline.com                                                                                                 |  27  
SCAN WITH YOUR SMARTPHONE



CHAP Magazine
231 N. Chestnut St., Palmyra, PA 17078

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Lancaster, PA
Permit #1746

CHAP
Christian Homeschool Association of Pennsylvania  
Serving homeschool familes all year long!

CHAP Art & Essay Contests
CHAP is excited to announce our annual 

Art and Essay contests are here again. 
Submissions begin on January 1, 2012 so get started today! 

See page 26 for more details and visit www.chapcontest.com.


