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Re v olution

Did James Dobson change the course of history
when he aired Raymond Moore talking about
homeschooling in the early eighties? Usually we
think of history being changed by battles, coups, and
elections, but on the day that millions of Focus on the
Family listeners heard that they could homeschool, I
believe a seismic shift occurred.
Like thousands of others a seed was planted for Mary
Ann and me that matured into full-born “raise your
children at home to celebrate Jesus” homeschooling.
When we attend national meetings, we’ve seen that
over 80% of the first generation of homeschoolers
were influenced by that broadcast. Mike and Elizabeth
Smith, President of HSLDA (Home School Legal Defense Association) are also in that “national” group.
Locally, Steve Demme and most of the CHAP Board
were all influenced by that show.

RECEIVE 30 DAYS OF INTERNET ACCOUNTABILITY
AND FILTERING FREE WITH THIS PROMOCODE: CHAP
OR BECOME A MEMBER OF CHAP AND RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL
30 DAYS FREE

Not only was the first generation of homeschoolers influenced, but the changes that were introduced
made possible a second generation of homeschoolers.
The movement continues to
grow robustly.
At the time of that Dobson/Moore program the
dominant view of education was that it had to be
done by the experts and that only the government
could really afford it. I’ll call this the “German model”
because it was so widely practiced there and in the rest
Europe.
In the 35 years since the homeschooling revolution
began the view of education has changed dramatically. Almost no one tries to make the
argument that parents can’t do it.
It is obvious to professional
educators, government
policy makers, and
our neighbors, that
parents can and do
teach their children
at home and generally do it better than
the “out schools.”

4
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(An “out school” is my term for everything
that isn’t a homeschool, including government
schools at home.)
Even generally anti-homeschooling European
countries are having some trouble stemming
the tide. Some of the European states have
laws that allow for arresting parents and making
children wards of the state because their parents
homeschool.

on board with chap

Homeschooling

The premise that the homeschooling movement will change history has yet to be proven
in full, although there is certainly good evidence
for it as the movement continues to grow and
increase dramatically in size. We have even influenced
other types of schooling that wouldn’t have been
thought of without the success of homeschooling.

Most importantly, homeschool is fulfilling its destiny
by raising up another generation of godly citizens, who
are raising up their children to godly service. When
the movement began there was despair about the next
generations. With the advent of godly homeschooling
there is well founded reason for hope for the future.
Dr. Bruce K. Eagleson was saved while
in medical school. He is an emergency
physician. He and his wife Mary Ann
have exclusively homeschooled their four
children. They have four high school at home
graduates, and two college at home graduates.
Dr. Eagleson sees himself as a homeschool evangelist. He is
recognized as the founding chairman of the national homeschool
advocacy group, The National Alliance of Home Education
Leadership (The Alliance). Dr. Eagleson has served on the
Christian Homeschool Association of Pennsylvania (CHAP)
Board of Directors for twenty years. In addition, Dr. Eagleson is
the author of the CHAP book Keys to Homeschooling in
the Keystone State. Bruce has presented at many conferences
including ENOCH of NJ, Mass HOPE, TEACH CT,
CHAP, Sandy Cove’s and Harvey Cedars’ homeschool week,
HSLDA’s National Leadership Conference and the National
Alliance of Home Education Leadership. He is the Recipient of
the HSLDA Gregg Harris Homeschool Leadership award.
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review that naturally happens as you
learn about a time period of history
and how Bible, science, music, art, etc.
fit together.
What has been one of the
highlights for you in
homeschooling your children?
One privilege that I’ve had because
of homeschooling is the opportunity
to be there when my kids believed in
Jesus as their Savior. Homeschooling
has drawn us closer together as a family too.

Tell us a little bit about your family
dynamics.
Emily is a great helper and enjoys
home economics, especially baking,
sewing, and childcare. Jared would
read all day and loves playing strategy
games and learning about outer space.
Jacob is our hands-on learner who
wants to watch how to fix everything
and enjoys reading, math, and science
experiments. Joshua makes us all
laugh with his constant talking and
performing, but shows his sensitive
side when he gets tissues for whoever
is crying.

Parents:
Jeremy and Becky Reinhard
Children:
Emily (10), Jared (8),
Jacob (6), Joshua (3)
Hometown: Allentown, PA

6

How long have you been
homeschooling?
We’ve been homeschooling for six years,
since Emily was in kindergarten.
What was one of the main reasons
you chose to homeschool?
We decided to homeschool so we
could incorporate our faith in Jesus
Christ into every subject. Being a Christian is about all of life not just during
Bible time or church.
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In what activities does your family
participate?
We are involved in Wednesday night
clubs at our church, children’s musical,
Bible study, sewing class, and Operation
Christmas Child. Jeremy does a great job
leading family worship, incorporating
object lessons to help the kids understand the concepts. Our family enjoys
reading together, hiking, playing games,
and singing.
What have been your most helpful
resources?
I am so thankful for Jeremy, who is a
great support and enjoys teaching the
kids when he can. The CHAP Convention is a huge help to us every year! We
also really appreciate the prayers of
family and friends, and especially our
homeschool support group at church.
What educational philosophy/curriculum do you follow?
We have been using My Father’s World
for four years. I like it because it is
organized and has a schedule, although
I don’t always follow it exactly. I like the

What was your favorite field trip?
We went to the University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and
Anthropology in Philadelphia when
we were studying ancient Egypt and
Greece. We enjoyed being able to
go with another homeschool family
and learn together. Costs can add up
quickly with a family of six. We knew
we’d also have to pay for parking,
but we decided it was worth it. The
night before we were scheduled to go,
Jeremy got an email from a co-worker
saying that he had tickets waiting for
us at the museum. Praise God for
how he blesses us beyond what we
can imagine! About a week later we
decided to put together a museum at
home so the grandparents could see
what we had learned. The kids set up
stations of their favorite parts of the
Penn Museum, including homemade
jewelry, coins, clothes, Lego pyramids,
and a picture gallery. They had learned
a lot about ancient civilizations and
more importantly about our awesome
God!
What was one of the funniest
things to happen during a homeschool day?
We recently studied parts of the cell
and made a model of a cell out of
gelatin. The kids were telling daddy
about it at dinner and one child shared
that the bag was the cell membrane,
another said the gelatin was cytoplasm,
then Josh (3) said, “And Daddy, I ate

the nucleus.” He had eaten the grape
in the middle of the Jell-O cell.
What have you found to be a
challenge in homeschooling?
Any tips in dealing with that
challenge?
One thing I have found to be a challenge is all of the character training
that goes on during the school day. For
example, maybe I’m trying to teach
one child who’s having a bad attitude,
and two other kids start fighting, and
then the youngest has an accident. I’d
like to say that I prayed for the bad
attitude child, helped the arguers using
Scripture and cleaned up the accident
while singing praise songs. Unfortunately, I have faced similar situations
and yelled at whoever was around.
Many people have said that they could
never homeschool and think that
those of us who do are super parents
or something. The truth is that I can’t
homeschool. I can’t handle the academic pressure. I don’t have all the
spiritual answers. I often feel overwhelmed and exhausted. The truth is
that I am a sinner in need of a Savior.
Thankfully, God provided a way for
me to be close to him. Romans 5:6-8
(ESV) says, “For while we were still
weak, at the right time Christ died
for the ungodly. For one will scarcely
die for a righteous person—though
perhaps for a good person one would
dare even to die—but God shows his
love for us in that while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.” The only
hope I have is found in Christ. God
uses homeschooling to train my character just as much as the kids.
As far as tips in dealing with this challenge, I would say, “Run to Jesus every
time.” He tells us, “If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness” (I John 1:9). I often
feel weak when it comes to handling
all the responsibilities in my life but
God’s Word encourages me. II Corin-

thians 12:9-10 says, “But he said to me,
‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness.’
Therefore I will boast all the more
gladly of my weaknesses, so that the
power of Christ may rest upon me.
For the sake of Christ, then, I am
content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For
when I am weak, then I am strong.”
Little by little God is changing me and
my kids to be more like Him and less
focused on ourselves. Next time that
hard situation comes up, I know that
God can help me to respond in a way
that pleases Him.
What advice would you give to
someone who has just begun
homeschooling?
It is a difficult journey and a wonderful blessing at the same time. It is so
worth it! “Trust in the Lord with all
your heart and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways submit
to him, and he will make your paths
straight” (Proverbs 3:5-6).

Convention Blurbs //
// Registration is Open

Convention registration is now
open! Don’t delay!
Early Bird Registration ends at
11:59 PM on April 30, 2016.
Early Bird prices are:
Individual: $40
Pair: $65
Family: $80

// Convention Hours

The convention will be open
from 8:00 AM till 5:00 PM on May
13 and May 14.
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"Wanting to be a faithful, diligent parent has led me to be a better Christian."
precede verse seven. Before I can teach
my children to love God and His Word,
I – as the teacher – must love God and
His Word.
Before I can expect to teach my children
to know and have a relationship with
God, I must be in a heart relationship
with God myself. I began asking God to
help me to love Him with all my heart,
soul, mind, and strength. I didn’t know
how He would answer this prayer, but
since it is clearly according to His will, I
knew He would. I expected that I would
wake up one morning and experience
some sort of quickening in my heart and
find my affections being drawn heavenward, but God surprised me by how He
answered my heartfelt request.

I only have two speeds, run and
sleep. I graduated with my Masters of
Divinity degree on Saturday, was married
on Sunday, and our first of four sons
was born nine months later. The only
preparation I had for raising children occurred in a class I had taken on Christian
education at seminary.

One of the key portions of Scripture
that directly addresses teaching our
children is found in Deuteronomy 6:7,
“You shall teach them diligently to your
children, and shall talk of them when
you sit in your house, and when you
walk by the way, and when you lie down,
and when you rise.”

In doing my research for a paper,
I took my old hardback concordance
and looked up every word that had
something to do with education:
teach, teacher, instruct, instruction,
instructor, etc.

I often read this passage and wondered
how I was to apply this command now
that we had children. Should I be leading
regular family worship times? What did
it look like to talk of God’s commands
when I sit in my house, walk by the way,
lie down, and rise? I wanted to follow
God’s design for my family and wondered how to do it.

After searching through these passages,
I came to the conclusion that parents
are to be the primary instructors of their
children and the most important material to teach their kids is the word of
God. While there were many passages
sprinkled throughout Scripture, Proverbs and Deuteronomy contributed the
lion’s share of the verses.

8

I set out to have regular family worship
in our home. After many years of trying
and failing, meeting together to read
the Bible became a staple in our home.
I then taught workshops on how we
made this a habit in our family and even
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wrote a book about it. I also discussed
discipling our children and modeling our
faith in front of them as we walk by the
way, rise up, and sit in our homes.
Then one day a parent approached
me at a conference and asked me why
I began with the seventh verse but
skipped the fifth and sixth verses. I said
I did not know, and at my first opportunity I opened the Bible and read them.
Deuteronomy 6:5-6, “You shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your
might. And these words that I command
you today shall be on your heart.”
A light bulb went off in my mind, and
I saw the order in which the Holy Spirit
had orchestrated His divine blueprint
for family discipleship. What we were
doing as a family was right and profitable, but I missed the order in which the
Holy Spirit had orchestrated His Word.
There is a reason verses five and six

Scripture taken from the English Standard Version, Copyright © 2001 by Crossways Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.

Home
Education
and the
Great Commandment

My love for God has increased, but not
how I anticipated it. Over a period of
several months God began making me
aware of His affection for me. Through
a series of experiences and Scriptures,
His Spirit had been teaching, revealing,
and conveying to my heart how much He
cares for me. Through these providences
He had been communicating to me how
much He loves and even likes me.
One day I remonstrated God and said,
I know that you love me but I want to
love you with all of my heart. Then it
dawned on me, this is how our heavenly
Father operates. We read in 1 John 4:19
that “we love because he first loved us.”
As I have been shown how much God
loves me, I am finding that I love God
more than ever. My newfound appreciation for God is in direct proportion to
the revelation of His love for me. God
has taken the initiative and made me
know that I am His and He is mine.
I never doubted that God loved me because this truth is taught plainly in Scripture. However the verse that the Holy
Spirit used to make me know how much
He loved, and liked me, was John 15:9,
“As the Father has loved Me, so have
I loved You. Abide in My love.” The

Father and the Son have an incredibly
tight, intimate relationship. As I read the
gospel of John, I see how much God
the Father loves Jesus the Son. Then to
think that Jesus loves me as much as His
Father loves Him is incredible. I am believing as never before how much God
loves me and find myself loving Him
more than I ever have.
Deuteronomy 6:6 goes on to say, “And
these words that I command you today
shall be on your heart.” I also need to
ask God to enable me to love the Word
of God and have it “on my heart.” The
divine order of the whole passage in
Deuteronomy 6:5-7 makes so much
sense. When I love God with all my
heart, and have His Word on my heart,
then I am equipped to teach my family
to love God and His Word.
When God and His Word are the desire
of my heart, talking about God and His
Word will flow when I rise up, walk by
the way, lie down, and sit in my house.
I see with new eyes that the best thing
I can do for my family is to fall in
love with God and His Word. A heart
relationship with my heavenly Father is
what prepares and equips me to teach
my children.
In hindsight I see that my desire to teach
my children is what led me to discover
the pattern in Deuteronomy 6. Interestingly this is the same passage that Jesus
quotes when asked what is the great
commandment in Matthew 22:36-38,
“‘Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?’ And he said to him,
‘You shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind. This is the great and
first commandment.’”
I confess that I never gave much
thought to whether I loved God with all
my heart or not. But as I pondered on
the wisdom and the beauty of this command and the order in which it is found,
I discovered that I really wanted to love

God with everything in me, and love His
Word, so that when I teach my children
diligently they will know and sense that
this message is from my heart and is the
most important pursuit of my life.
Wanting to be a faithful, diligent parent
has led me to be a better Christian. Perhaps this is what happened with Enoch
in Genesis 5:22, “Enoch walked with
God after he fathered Methuselah.”
May God help us to love Him with all
our heart so that we may pass this love
on to our children, and grandchildren, to
the glory of God.
Steve and his wife Sandra
have been married since
1979. They have been
blessed with four sons,
three lovely daughters-inlaw, and three grandchildren.
Their fourth son John has Downs Syndrome
and lives with them in Lititz, PA. Steve has
served in full or part time pastoral ministry for
many years after graduating from Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary and has served on
the board of Joni and Friends. He is the author
of Math-U-See and the founder of Building
Faith Families. Steve Demme will speak at the
2016 CHAP Convention.

Convention Blurbs //
// Parents of Preschoolers
(POPs)

This year parents of preschoolers
exploring homeschooling will
receive a 25% reduction when
they enter the promo code
“POP” before completing their
registration. This promo is
valid for POPs who have never
attended the CHAP Homeschool
Convention as homeschooling
parents and whose children are
ALL 4 years old and under at the
time of the convention
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Before
You

Write

Think about your child’s natural communication development. Sounds lead to words, words
lead to understandable speech, and talking precedes reading and writing. In reading, powerful
learning connections happen when a child narrates or retells a story. In writing it is the same.
Powerful learning connections happen when a
child talks about what he is going to write before he writes. Talking is a relaxed introduction
to every step of the writing process. Children
need multiple opportunities to discuss a writing
assignment before, during, and even after they
complete a writing assignment.
It’s not just children. Most writers, at some
point in the writing process, must talk about
the content of a report or story if they want
to succeed as a writer. Even a businessman will
talk to his colleagues before he writes a business proposal. Talking and writing go hand in
hand. In the words of Forrest Gump, “They go
together like peas and carrots!”
Look at this excerpt about writing from Cameron’s “Prewriting Strategies for
Exploring Ideas” (2008):
After you have done some thinking,
it’s useful to talk about your topic with
another student, or you might try to
explain it to a Learning Centre tutor or
someone at home. Talking about your
topic and expressing your ideas can help
you develop your ideas even if your
listener doesn’t know anything about the
subject. Getting your listener to ask you
questions is especially helpful. (p. 2)
If college students benefit from the “talk before you
write” writing strategy, so will your young writer!
Implementing the “Talk Before You Write”
teaching strategy has many benefits to a
young writer. It helps your child shape his
ideas and think about the order of his writ-

10
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ing. Articulating thoughts about the writing
project helps to clarify the main ideas.
It most definitely improves the second rough
draft and further revisions. Sometimes talking about the writing project will reorient the
direction of his writing, providing more clarity.
I think one of the stellar benefits to talking
about a writing project is helping a young
writer discover different points of view to the
same story. After all, in writing, there are many
ways to express the same idea. Finally, and I
think this is the best benefit of all, children
LOVE It! Above and beyond these benefits
the positive feelings your child will gain from
talking it out before writing it out energizes the
writing assignment!
Homeschool students have an advantage over
public school students when it comes to learning how to write. As a home educator you have
the opportunity to engage your student in openended questions about every step of the writing
process, and that translates into helping your
child become an effective writer and communicator. Sadly the average public school student
spends less than 5% of classroom time discussing what he is learning (Fisher, Frey, & Rothenberg, 2008). The time to talk about their writing
just isn’t available. And yet sometimes we home
educators miss this opportunity. I’m all for independent learning, but your child needs a human
being. They need your mentorship, especially
when it comes to learning how to write.
Talking about their writing is NOT a luxury for
children; it is a necessity! Make ample time to
include this powerful teaching strategy in your
writing program. Please don’t avoid, the talk.
Author, blogger, homeschool mom, Beth
Mora is the enthusiastic teacher-oncamera for Here to Help Learning’s
educational adventures. With her
positive can-do attitude, she inspires
all to rely on God’s love, truth, and
grace. You can learn more at www.
HereToHelpLearning.com. Beth Mora will speak at
the 2016 CHAP Convention.
Works Cited:
Cameron, J. (2008). “Douglas College Learning Centre PreWriting
Strategies for Exploring Ideas.” Retrieved from https://www.douglascollege.ca/~/media/CF7035E4D2B046DFB206711237F4B9C6.ashx?la=en
Fisher, Douglas, Nancy Frey and Carol Rothenberg. (2008). “Why
Talk is Important in Classrooms.” In Content-Area Conversations: How
to Plan Discussion-Based Lessons for Diverse Language Learner. Retrieved
from http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/108035/
chapters/Why-Talk-Is-Important-in-Classrooms.aspx

Homeschool Families Vindicated
Against Charges of Truancy
In my time at HSLDA (Home School
Legal Defense Association) I have
worked with Pennsylvania homeschooling families for almost 20
years, and although the recent favorable changes to the law have made
the state more homeschool-friendly,
HSLDA still has to defend many families each year in their homeschool
journey.
This year HSLDA defended two families
who were charged with truancy. One
family had submitted their end-of-year
letter from an evaluator, but the school
claimed they never received it. (This
is why HSLDA recommends that you
always send your correspondence to the
school district by a method that gives
proof of sending, like certified mail.)
The family was on vacation when the
district contacted them about the “missing” letter and to their surprise they were
served with papers charging them with
truancy for the entire 2014-15 school
year. When HSLDA’s local counsel contacted the prosecutor on behalf of the
family, the charges were dropped.
Sadly, the other family was not so fortunate as to have the charges dropped
before litigation began. A single mother
had fought with the local public school
for years, trying to get proper services
for her gifted and special needs sons. In
the fall of 2014 she finally decided to
try homeschooling her sons so that she
could give them the individual attention
they needed. After a few months however, she found a local charter school that
offered the services that she had begged
her public school for, while still allowing
her to teach her sons at home.
Thrilled with getting what she believed
to be the best of both worlds, our

member enrolled her sons in the charter
school program. She showed the charter
school evidence of work they had completed in the months of homeschooling,
and the boys began their new regimen.
But the school district did not want
to give up the boys. At the end of the
school year, even though the boys had
been in a public charter school for four
months, the school district wrote a letter
demanding that the mother comply with
the homeschool law and submit an evaluator’s report documenting their homeschooling progress. When she chose not
to do so, since her sons weren’t homeschooling any more, the school district
filed truancy charges against her.

L e g i s l at i v e p e r s p e c t i v e

Talk

Moans, groans, and nasty tones - no this
isn’t a creepy, spooky story around the campfire on a summer night. You just announced to
your kids, “It’s time for writing.” You may have
all the steps of the writing process neatly organized, but often home educators skip or skim
through an important teaching strategy when
teaching writing. They avoid the talk. Not “the
talk.” I mean allowing your child to talk about
what they are going to write. Before a young
writer approaches a writing project, he must
talk about what he is going to communicate
through writing before ever grasping a pencil.

HSLDA represented our member in
court, since the charges were based
exclusively on the time that she was
homeschooling. At the trial, the school
district told the judge that even though
the boys were in school now, “She can’t
get away with not filing an evaluation!”
The judge disagreed and found the
mother not guilty.
A homeschool graduate,
Darren Jones received his
J.D. from Oak Brook
College of Law. While
enrolled in law school, he first
worked for Christian Solidarity International,
a human rights organization assisting persecuted
Christians around the world, and later came to
work for HSLDA as a legal assistant. Today, as
a litigation attorney, Darren assists Jim Mason in
preparing cases, defending members who are experiencing legal difficulty, and advising support group
leaders. Darren and his wife Sara were married on
September 30, 2000, and they have four children,
Adelaide, Stuart, Daphne and Phillip. They “officially” began homeschooling in April 2005. You
can read more about Darren at www.hslda.org.

*Portions of this article were originally published at http://www.hslda.org/hs/state/pa/201601050.asp
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The tide was now beginning to turn. The
locals, positioned just outside the city,
had repelled a massive group of intruding forces that were trying to overthrow
the city from the north by land. The
enemy had not been prepared for this
congregation of citizens willing to lay
down their lives for one another in defense of their homeland.
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It was no ordinary Saturday as the sun bowed its head
to nightfall on this early September evening. The major
looked outside his post and began to see warships coming up
the body of water that surrounded the fortification just outside
the city. His sixth sense immediately told him that they were
about to come under siege.
By Tuesday morning his worst fears became reality as the
shelling began from the vessels stationed on the river. It was
an incessant and well directed bombardment. Immediately the
orders were given to open up and return fire. Sadly the shots all
fell short.
The enemy’s warships could fire their 200 pound shells from
a distance of two miles. Unfortunately the defenders cannons,
though very powerful, could only reach a mile and a half. The
men felt helpless. A heavy rain began to fall. The enemy fired
upon the American forces relentlessly without the remote possibility of receiving any retaliation. The siege had begun.
For eight long hours they had endured this fighting when, at
about 2 PM, a scream pierced the overcast sky. A shell had
detonated above the men. The explosion immediately killed Lt.
Levi Claggett while another piece of the rocket’s casing two
inches thick ripped diagonally through the body of Sergeant
Clemm and embedded itself two feet into the ground. The
brave soldier fell at the foot of young Isaac Monroe. The
private grabbed his friend as he watched him give up the final
breaths of life for the cause of freedom and independence.
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Four other men were also wounded in the explosion. Men lying
on the ground writhing in pain gasping for medical assistance.
The enemy, sensing the despair and confusion, edged three of
their bombing vessels closer in hopes to take control. The situation seemed most distressing, yet the men did not shirk from
the conflict. The words of Patrick Henry seemed to echo from
beyond the grave to every man engaged in defense: “The battle
sir is not to the strong alone, it is to the vigilant, it is to the active, it is to the brave;”
When the major saw the ships come within range, he gave the
command to his men, “Open Fire.” The orders were joyously
welcomed with waiting arms by the entire garrison. Cannons
ignited with the sound of American defense. Shot after shot
exploded into and around the British warships and within 30
minutes the enemy was forced to withdraw back out of reach.
Cheers went up as the men knew they had won a brief victory,
but the battle was certainly not over.
Unhappy with the brief defeat, the enemy began to throw
rockets incessantly throughout the evening and into the night.
Thunderclaps filled the sky as streaks of lightening shot across
the darkness. At about 1 AM Wednesday morning, under the
cloak of darkness, the haughty foe detached 1,250 men in
smaller vessels hoping to reach the shore. The major instructed
his united group of Army, Navy, and Citizen Soldiers to open
up their battery of weaponry in defense of Baltimore. For more
than two hours the sky was ablaze with cannons and rockets
filling the air. The enemy would once again have to retreat.

Back at the fortification the ships continued to shell this American band of
brothers until 7 AM. More than 1,500
rockets and cannons had been fired, but
they had not accomplished their goal.
The city had not fallen, and the enemy
now decided to retreat.
At 9 AM as the rain and fog began to
cease, the major gave the orders to fire
a single cannon, as the small storm flag
was lowered and a very large garrison
flag, with 15 huge stars and 15 beautiful stripes, was raised above the rampart
for the world to see. In the distance on
a small vessel out on the river a young
man saw the flag. Filled with emotion he
wrote these words…
On the shore dimly seen thro’ the
mists of the deep,
Where the foe’s haughty host in
dread silence reposes,
What is that which the breeze, o’er
the towering steep,
As if fitfully blows, half conceals,
half discloses?
Now it catches the gleam of the
morning’s first beam,
In full glory reflected, now shines on
the stream;
‘Tis the star-spangled banner; O,
long may it wave
O’er the land of the free and the
home of the brave!
The words of the young lawyer reminded the nation of the truth that Freedom
has a cost. Everyday somewhere in
America people honor the memory of
not only these men who died, but for
all who have given their lives in defense

of the homeland. People stand, remove
their hats and sing the poem of Francis
Scott Key…
O say can you see by the dawn’s
early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the
twilight’s last gleaming,
Whose broad stripes and bright stars
through the
perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched, were
so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets’ red glare, the
bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that
our flag was still there;
O say does that star-spangled banner
yet wave,
O’er the land of the free and the
home of the brave?
We all know the name of Francis Scott
Key for he saw the flag and wrote the
words of our National Anthem, but so
few know the names of the men who
died giving their lives so the United
States could remain a free and independent nation. Thank you, Lt. Claggett and
Sgt. Clemm. In a nation where even our
President is consumed with the selfie,
maybe it is time that “We the People”
focus more on the selfless.
This article was first written for the online news service NEWSL.ORG.
Growing up in a small town
in West Virginia, Michael
George was taught the principles of faith, family, and
hard work. Dr. George is a
powerful and dynamic speaker
who artfully crafts the stories of America with
an inspirational flare that transcend time. Not
only a speaker, Michael is also the author of
the best-selling book My Story of America,
Inspirational Stories of Life, Liberty and
the Pursuit of Happiness. You can learn
more at www.michaeltgeorge.com. Dr. Michael George will speak at the 2016 CHAP
Convention.
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The Dumbest Question I Ever Heard

far gone that they collapsed while still
partly in the water.
History is also a great source of life
experience at somebody else’s expense.
Thomas Fuller said, “History maketh a
young man to be old…privileging him
with the experience of age, without
either the infirmities or inconveniences
thereof.” Kids can learn positive lessons
from Thomas Edison, who educated
himself for the most part and became the
world’s most prolific inventor. Or they
can take warning from General Custer,
whose arrogance led to the deaths of his
entire troop at Little Big Horn. There is
no need to make all the mistakes yourself
if you’re willing to learn from the
mistakes of others—in the past.

Is Now History
I was chatting one day with a
teenage boy and somehow the
conversation turned to the subject
of history. Sam didn’t see the point of
it. “Why,” he reasoned, “should I care
about things that happened before I was
even born?” They say there’s no such
thing as a dumb question, but… well,
Sam was young.
Personally I love American history. I believe it is the most important academic
subject we teach our children. That’s
why my wife and I wrote our elementary (Providential) American history
textbooks. That’s why I saw very little
of Marilyn except the top of her head
for a year and a half – it took eighteen
months for her to write For You They
Signed, a book of character studies from
the lives of the great men who signed
the Declaration of Independence. That’s
why I spend so much time recording
great old books for kids in my Uncle
Rick audio book club. History matters
far more than most people think. The
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only reason you were bored with it in
school is that it was poorly taught.
As I tried to explain to my friend Sam,
certain things could not happen in the
present if certain other things had not
happened in the past. If Sam’s mother
had never met Sam’s father in the past,
there would be no Sam in the present.
Just little things like that.
The events of the past made the present.
Today things are happening that will
determine what will happen tomorrow.
“Now” is the meeting place of eternity
past and eternity future, and it is not possible to separate the three time periods.
They are siblings – conjoined triplets.
But your children are young and they
may someday wonder why you are so intent on teaching them about American
history. Why do they need to know?
First it is a tremendous source of character training. Do your children whine?
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Do they complain because they have to
clean their rooms and mow the grass?
Do they not appreciate the comfort in
which they live every day? Maybe it’s
because they are only comparing their
situation with some friend whose life
seems easier. Tell them about George
Rogers Clark, and let them compare
their challenges with his.
During the Revolution, Major Clark led
his unpaid, undersupplied militiamen
on a 180-mile winter march to take the
fort at Vincennes from “Hair-buyer
Hamilton,” a British officer who paid
the Indians for American scalps. The
expedition crossed icy, rain-flooded
prairies. Day after day they marched,
hungry, wet, freezing, exhausted, and
sometimes unable to find a dry hill on
which to camp. When they finally arrived at the last river between them and
the fort, they found its icy floodwaters
spread out for five miles. By the time
they waded across, carrying their sick in
canoes, some of the marchers were so

Individuals, families, and nations can
avoid disaster by learning what caused
disasters in time gone by. As journalist
Norman Cousins said, “History is a vast
early warning system.” We forget the
Holocaust at our peril.
Americans should value the study of
history more than any other people because our history is unique. We are the
first republic established by Christians
and intentionally built on biblical principles. That is what has made America
the leading nation of the free world for
most of our history.
I know if you have been through school
in the last several decades you have
been taught something quite different.
America’s past is painted in ugly colors
by those who want a “fundamental
transformation” – from freedom to
socialism.
If you’ve only read about the Declaration
of Independence you may not know that
the Founders believed that the rights of
men come from “their Creator” rather
than from government. If you have read
that short, marvelous document for
yourself, you know the truth.
When Benjamin Franklin moved to
have daily prayer in the Constitutional
Convention, he referenced Scripture

at least half a dozen times in his brief
speech. If “a sparrow cannot fall”
without the notice of God, he asked,
how can an empire rise without His aid?
Franklin was among the less religious of
our Founding Fathers, and that should
tell us something about our heritage.
The vast majority of America’s founders were godly or at least God-fearing.
That’s why the freedom of religion is
dealt with in the very first Amendment
in the Bill of Rights.
It’s only because we don’t understand
the godly roots of American government that it was ever possible for
modern Supreme Courts to twist the
Constitution as they have. If the Court
of 1961-62 were correct in saying that
prayer in school is unconstitutional,
why didn’t the very men who wrote the
Constitution know it? Why was it okay
to pray in school for nearly two hundred
years under the Constitution? People
who know our history demand answers
to such questions.
Our history is important. We and our
children are responsible for making it.
What we do with our lives will have
a part in shaping the events that are
recorded by the historians of tomorrow. If we fail to learn and to teach
them the lessons of the past, godless social engineers will continue to
determine America’s course. If our kids
don’t rise to leadership and reverse that
course, another few decades will find
the United States of America looking
like Europe, with families dissolved,
sadness and poverty on every hand,
and churches abandoned, haunted by
the outraged spirits of ideals that once
glowed throughout the land.
In 1630 Governor Winthrop stood on
the windswept deck of the Arbella and
delivered a bold sermon to the hardy
souls who would soon establish Massachusetts Bay Colony. Without even
knowing it, he laid a great proposition before generations of Americans to come:
…Consider that we shall be as a City
upon a Hill, the eyes of all people are

upon us; so that if we shall deal falsely
with our God in this work…we shall
be made a story and a byword … we
shall open the mouths of enemies
to speak evil of the ways of God…
Beloved, there is now set before us
life, and good, death and evil in that
we are commanded this day to love
the Lord our God… Therefore let
us choose life that we, and our seed,
may live; by obeying His voice, and
cleaving to Him, for He is our life and
our prosperity.
But of course, all that’s history now.
Rick Boyer wears many
hats. Parents know him
as a speaker/author who
tackles the challenges of
parenting head-on. He offers
practical, effective solutions based on Scripture
and over 40 years of parenting experience. He
and his wife Marilyn are the authors of many
popular books on parenting as well as the Bible-based Character Concepts curriculum. www.
CharacterConcepts.com To homeschooled kids,
Rick is “Uncle Rick,” a dynamic storyteller
who brings Scripture and history to colorful life
and turns them into delightful and life-changing
character lessons. Check out his audio recordings at www.UncleRickAudios.com Rick and
Marilyn Boyer will speak at the 2016 CHAP
Convention.

Convention Blurbs //
// Used Curriculum Sale

The last date you can enter
your items to sell your used
curriculum is May 5, 2016.
Don’t miss shopping for used
books at the CHAP Used
Curriculum Sale. The selection
continues to grow each year.
Please note that the Used
Curriculum Sale closes at 1:00
PM on Saturday. Check the
website for detailed hours of
operation, information on how
to sell your used books, and
other important details.
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T h e P r ay e r C lo s e t

Renewing Your Mind
Another year of homeschooling is done. It
was my 21st year. I’ve graduated three,
and now another daughter is graduating.
She’ll be part of the CHAP Graduation
at the upcoming CHAP Convention.
God has been so good to us through
these years of educating at home, and I
wouldn’t trade them for anything.
“Renewing Our Minds” is the theme
of the 2016 CHAP Convention. I find
that this is an important thing to do in
my personal life, as well as in the life
of our homeschool. We must seek the
Lord and ask Him to continually keep
the vision of why we are committing to
homeschooling our children in front of
our eyes. It is so easy to lose sight of the
blessing of walking together on a day to
day basis.

Real
life is
good
for
growth.
16

Many homeschooling families strive to
give their kids the best education possible. They are afraid of leaving holes in
the child’s education so they add academic co-ops, tutors, lessons... I’m concerned that as homeschooling families
we have forgotten what those who went
before us learned: mom and dad can do
this thing called home education. You
do not need to be a college graduate or
a certified teacher to give your children a
wonderful education.
Several years ago the Lord led us to step
back from our many activities. While it
was hard to do, we discovered we had
time to just be together. As a family we
built relationships that are now deep and
lasting. Then our three adult children
all got married within the space of 18
months. We’ve been able to continue
music lessons, a part-time job for the
graduate, and self-employment for my
husband. All these things have been a
part of our daily lives, and we’ve learned
so much that is not academic. Real life is
good for growth. Our kids walk beside
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us. They learn from us, and we learn
from them. It has not been burdensome,
because we are not burdened with too
many outside activities.
I want to encourage you to renew your
mind regarding homeschooling. Remember that discipleship is the most important thing about having your children at
home with you. Everything you do, and
how you do it, is training your children.
They are learning from you. It is hard
to homeschool if you are never home!
It may be hard for parents of young children to imagine how quickly the years of
raising kids fly past. Let me tell you; one
day you have a sweet baby in your arms,
and the next she is preparing for graduation and commencing her adult life!
We have no regrets in the choice that
we made to homeschool our children.
This is due to the Lord renewing our
minds – reminding us of the important
things and helping us to let go of the
unimportant. We enjoy great relationships, not only with each of our kids, but
with our sons-in-law and daughter-in-law
as well. In fact we are helping to homeschool our granddaughter!
I hope that you will find encouragement
at the CHAP Convention. I always do!
I pray too that you will seek the Lord
for this next year. Ask Him to give you
insight to what your children need and
to help you renew your mind.
Deanna and Tim Rabe have been home
educators for 20 years. They were involved
in co-op leadership for many years, served on
their county homeschool board, and have been
long time CHAP Convention volunteers. A
delight to Deanna’s heart is in mentoring and
encouraging home educating moms. She has six
children, three who are homeschool graduates,
and three who are still being homeschooled.

Teaching Manners – Your #1 Priority
Dear Parents,

g something so dear to my heart. TeachI’m so excited to be able to speak to you concernin
e to watching our children succeed personally,
ing children manners and life skills is imperativ
a finger on where or when our society stopped
spiritually, and professionally. It’s difficult to put
nd at behavior, there’s only one clear answer:
actively teaching these skills, but as we look arou
we have stopped making it a priority.
to feel valued and comfortable through our
Manners or etiquette is helping those around us
don’t understand is that this very idea, this very
words and our actions. What too many people
Surely as adults we have experienced the joy
goal, is the key to our own personal happiness.
anything better or more satisfying then thinkthat comes from bringing joy to others. Is there
ent for her/him; how wonderful!” You see,
ing, “Hey, I had a small part in that beautiful mom
we bring into others' lives and not just our
our happiness is directly related to the happiness
peace of mind, and ultimately our joy.
happiness, but our self worth, our dignity, our
mean talked about from time to time, but they
Parents, these skills must be taught, and I don’t
We make time for math, science, and readmust be as important as every other academic skill.
single day. Here’s what I have found is the
ing. Make time for manners and social skills every
s – teach outside of correcting bad behavior.
most effective way to teach children and even adult
g, how willing were you to listen to what they
The last time someone scolded you for somethin
ing, “You know, she has a good point. I rehad to say? How likely were you sitting there think
you were one of the rare humble people that
ally do need to change this behavior?” Perhaps
prideful ones we probably were not thinking
actually thought like this, but for the rest of us
ren become defensive, even if they don’t express
that. Our children are no different. Often child
s they’re not listening as well as they could.
it outwardly for fear of punishment, which mean
skill. Perhaps today you might discuss the
Set aside time each day that you teach a particular
s on what “empathy” means and why this is a
proper use of a napkin, or maybe you will focu
Perhaps you will read a story where empathy
skill that can bless your life and those around you.
rience where you have seen empathy or a lack
was well illustrated and then share personal expe
minutes a day, but to have this type of discusthereof. This discussion can take as little as 10
feeling singled out, is so very effective.
sion when no one is in trouble, when no one is
P Convention, and I hope you can take the time
I look forward to seeing all of you at the CHA
have to help you along this journey. I hope you
to visit our booth and see the resources that we
ity in your home. The value of such a priormake teaching manners and life skills the #1 prior
ity is immeasurable and glorious.
Very best,
Monica Irvine
President/The Etiquette Factory
www.TheEtiquetteFactory.com

Factory, LLC, is a master
Monica Irvine, President and creator of The Etiquette
ren and adults see the benmotivator and dedicated instructor who loves to help child
professionalism, and excelefits and rewards of having proper etiquette, mastering
of three books on etiquette,
ling in social skills. Mrs. Irvine is the published author
rmediate, and Etiquette
including: Etiquette for Beginners, Etiquette Inte
ry.com. Monica Irvine will
Masters. You can learn more at www.TheEtiquetteFacto
speak at the 2016 CHAP Convention.
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While Ty and John were testing, I spent a good deal of time
wandering around the halls of the schools, examining the facilities, samples of artwork, and schoolwork that were displayed
on the walls.
The schools in our public school district were expensive and
well-kept. Every year I would experience a new round of angst
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Like?

During those years in South Carolina, homeschooling parents
were required to have their children take standardized tests
in the public school classrooms for which they were zoned. I
have vivid memories of taking my sweet, little boys (Ty and
John) to these schools and handing them over to teachers they
had never met, to sit in a classroom full of children they didn’t
know. They were required to take these important year-end
tests in totally unfamiliar, and sometimes unfriendly, environments. Rather than serving as helpful diagnostic tools, the test
scores became a large part of our local school board’s criteria
which they used to determine whether or not we could continue homeschooling.

ok

Some of the most traumatic memories I have of our
first few years of homeschooling (1984-88) involve
standardized testing. These nightmarish memories rank
right up there with the threat of jail from the State Superintendent of Education when my husband and I first decided to
homeschool six year old Ty!

Lo

ou

l

6.

and depression as I surveyed those first-rate facilities that my
sons were “missing out” on. The grounds were tidy. The playgrounds were well-equipped. There were art rooms and music
rooms; the cheery school cafeteria also doubled as an auditorium with a stage for performances and programs.
In those early years I often wondered if our modest
home could come close to offering our children the same
opportunities that our school district’s multi-million dollar
facilities offered.

cause your child is not confined to a school schedule or
classroom, beautiful though it may be.
One-on-one education that focuses on the needs and giftedness of each student empowers children and encourages
them to become life-long learners.
In the homeschool environment, dialog and constant interactions are the norm, and number in the hundreds daily.
In the traditional classroom environment the child has personal interaction with the teacher on average about eight to
ten times a day. Constant dialogue is crucial in developing
critical thinking and leadership skills.
In the homeschool, education and “real” life intersect on a
daily basis.
Homeschool families are free to pray, read the Word of God,
and incorporate a biblical worldview into all of learning.

God is the Ultimate Superintendent of Education. He orchestrates opportunities for our children beyond our abilities to
imagine or provide. The presence of the living God transforms
the most humble home into a holy place of powerful learning
and growth.
To answer the question, “What should a homeschool classroom look like?” consider these two final thoughts. Henry
Ward Beecher, a pastor in the 1800s and brother of Harriet
Beecher Stowe, said this: “The mother’s heart is the child’s
school-room.” Proverbs 24:4 says, “By knowledge the rooms
are filled with every precious and beautiful treasure” (Holman
Christian Standard Bible).
From these two sources we learn that our hearts, which are
“the child’s school-room,” must be appropriately decorated.
If we allow Christ to be our Interior Decorator, He will create
the most fabulous schoolroom imaginable for our children—a
room that is furnished with “precious and beautiful treasure.”

My prayer is that God will provide you with an eternal vision
for developing vibrant, effective homeschools and families, and
to remind you that as you seek Christ daily, He will decorate
your lives and homes with precious and beautiful treasures
from the storehouse of His unfathomable riches and grace.
As the Director of Apologia Press, a division of
Apologia Educational Ministries, Zan Tyler’s goal
is to develop and publish biblically based resources
that will empower parents in the purpose and process
of homeschooling. She is the author of 7 Tools for
Cultivating Your Child’s Potential. Zan and husband Joe homeschooled their three children from kindergarten through high
school for a total of 21 years. Zan founded the South Carolina Association of Independent Home Schools in 1990 and served as its president for
10 years. The governor of South Carolina awarded Zan the Order of the
Palmetto in 1998, the highest honor a civilian can receive. Zan Tyler will
speak at the 2016 CHAP Convention.

Convention Blurbs //
// Book Check

Why lug your books around the convention all day?
Book Check allows you to shop hands free. We’ll
store your purchases in boxes, deliver them curbside,
and even load them into your car! Cost is $4 for the
first box, $2 for each additional box, and $1 for each
oversized item. Make sure you stop by the CHAP Book
Check booth conveniently located in the vendor hall,
then shop till you drop!

After homeschooling my own children for 21 years and being
involved in the homeschooling community for over 30 years,
I no longer worry about these things. I have seen and continue
to see the amazing fruit born in children who are taught at
home. Here are some discoveries I made during our homeschooling journey that often surprised me, but always encouraged me. I hope they will be a blessing to you as well.
Lessons Gleaned From My Wanderings:
Facilities, no matter how expensive or beautiful, do not educate
or teach.
1. For homeschooling families the world truly becomes your
classroom. Field trips, travel opportunities, mission trips,
and internships expand your child’s horizons far beyond
the walls of the most beautifully appointed classroom.
2. Time with immediate and extended family abounds be-
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sing event of Handel’s “Messiah,” invite a
few families to go, and then maybe meet
somewhere afterward for hot cocoa. Or
if a local museum has a homeschoolers’
day, publicize it, and carpool, caravan, or
meet there with your picnic lunch. Find
the dance school, tae kwon do class, swimming pool, or recreation league event that
is homeschool-friendly and let folks know.
These are just small ideas to get you
started, but they can add up to great
opportunities for fellowship with other
homeschool families!

A mom recently confessed that she was
feeling isolated and frustrated in the remote area where she lives and asked for
suggestions to help get things moving in
her local homeschooling community.
I lived out in the country during our
homeschooling years, so I understand
how isolating home education can be,
especially if you don’t have a family large
enough for built-in sports teams or your
own Bible quiz league! When we bring
our kids home for school, we often find
a need to provide opportunities for our
children to feel connected.
You don’t have to be a group leader to
plan activities; just invite folks from your
local area to join in with what you’re
already doing. If you plan to do an experiment, post it to your group’s e-mail
loop to see if anyone wants to come.
If there’s a field trip or activity you are
interested in for your kids, set it up, and
invite a few others to join you.

Helpful Resources for Activity Ideas:
“Fun and Games in Your Homeschool” –
www.hslda.org/earlyyears/Games.asp
“Holidays as Unit Studies” –
www.hslda.org/earlyyears/Holidays.asp
More activities ideas –
www.hslda.org/GroupServices/Leaders.
aspx/Activities

20

Activities don’t even have to be educational: Have a family to supper or lunch
or dessert. Invite a child or two for a
play date. Look to help meet needs within your community. Plan service opportunities for the kids and other families.
If the moms crave fellowship, consider
a covered-dish breakfast once a quarter.
The goal is to build relationships.
For example, my family coordinated a
game night once a month, giving the
teens a safe environment to gather for
board games, chatter, and snacks. It was
very informal—we just announced a
date/time and asked kids thirteen and
up to bring a soda, snack, and their
favorite board game. Sometimes we
threw on a pot of hot dogs or fired up
the grill. Since we lived “out a ways,” we
invited whole families, but we parents
and younger kids congregated elsewhere
so the teens didn’t feel that they had
to always be in the midst of the adults.
That level of trust (with oversight, of
course) led to their including us—kids
vs. parents—in many of the games.
One mom invited middle school and
high school kids to read books in a
specific genre, then come to her home
to talk about the books they read. Nothing formal—she didn’t even make them
stand up to tell about their books. It
was simply conversational, in the living
room, followed by snacks. The genre
changed each month.
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At Christmas we invited everyone to our
house for gingerbread house decorating. I had picked up a bunch of those
house kits on sale for $2 each, so I was
able to provide a baker’s dozen (but you
could tell everyone to bring their own).
I mixed up a huge batch of icing and
we built the actual houses in advance
so the mortar could dry overnight. On
decorating day, folks brought gumdrops,
M&Ms, Twizzlers, sprinkles, and other
decorating candies. Each family made a
house, and while the houses dried, we
ate Christmas cookies and sang carols.
The next year, we hosted “Christmas
Around the World” and asked each family to bring a dish from a specific country and share some traditions from their
selected country. Some students went as
far as dressing in traditional garb, and
some brought a small gift representative of their country. One family had
recently moved from San Antonio so we
shared southern Texan traditions, since
“some folks say Texas is its own country anyway.” We enjoyed many treats,
including tamales from Mexico/San
Antonio; pizzelles, biscotti, and lasagna
from Italy; and Swedish meatballs served
by Isabella, dressed in her handmade
Saint Lucia costume!

Vicki Bentley (www.everydayhomemaking.com), author of Home Education
101 and other books, and
a veteran homeschool mom of
many, offers help and encouragement through Home School Legal Defense Association’s Homeschooling Toddlers thru Tweens
program. For more information on homeschooling
preschool through middle school, visit www.hslda.
org/toddlerstotweens. Vicki Bentley will speak
at the 2016 CHAP Convention.

Convention Blurbs //
// Parking at the Farm Show

Parking is available on site. The Farm Show has increased the daily parking
fee for all events starting January 1, 2016, from $8 to $10. Please get a
ticket/receipt so that if you leave and come back (on the same day) you
don’t have to pay twice! Parking for handicapped and late term pregnancy
is close to the entrance (look for signs). This parking fee is the Farm Show’s
policy and a requirement. CHAP does not have control over it.
There is a coupon in the 2016 Visitor’s Guide by the Harrisburg Hershey
Regional Convention and Visitor’s Bureau (HHRCVB). The coupon can be
used for $2 off the parking fee. Each business (not the HHRCVB) which
places a coupon in the Visitor’s Guide determines the parameters of the
coupon. The Farm Show has chosen to make their parameters be the
coupon must be cut from the printed Visitor’s Guide. Each person who
wants to utilize this coupon must contact HHRCVB and request a copy of
the Visitor’s Guide be mailed to them via USPS – Include your complete
mailing address in the email request. Send request to:
Kim McKelvy
Hershey Harrisburg Regional Visitors Bureau
Kim@hersheyharrisburg.org
Phone: 877.727.8573

Today’s children are exposed to tens of
thousands of media messages per week,
influencing the way they think and act,
competing for their allegiance.

Be a Voice of WISDOM
in Your CHILD’S

LIFE

God’s Big WORLD, WORLDkids, and
WORLDteen are safe and fun tools that
provide them healthy pathways to ask, learn,
and grow—pointing them to the kind of
life God intends.
The new school year is approaching quickly,
so act now to give your children the full
benefit of God’s Big WORLD, WORLDkids,
and WORLDteen. No one can stop the
barrage of messages, but we can be the
strongest voice in the room.

Join CHAP and

You don’t always have to be the one to
plan things—you can simply piggyback
on other activities. For example, when a
local choral society puts on a community

save up to 44%
WORLD_GWN_8x5in ad.indd 1
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circumstances in life. If you have
misinformation about God, your view
of people and situations in life will be
skewed. For instance, if you have been
taught that God is good, and your
definition of good is “that which makes
you happy and comfortable,” then your
perception of troublesome people and
tragic events will be wrong. Consequently
you’ll react negatively.
For many years of my life I struggled in
my relationship with God as well as with
others because of the man-centered
view of God which formed my frame
of reference for life. I had a wrong
concept of God’s goodness: that which
makes me happy and comfortable. If
good things happened then I felt that
God was good, but there are severe
problems with such a concept of God’s
goodness. What is God when tragedies
occur? When bad people do bad things,
what are we to think about God?

Thus, as His creatures, we are in the
humble position of existing completely
for His benefit and glory. All creatures
wait upon God for their physical and
spiritual life. There are no other sources
of supply.
Are You Idolizing Anyone?
You can’t love someone you idolize.
Understanding and applying this
principle to relationships brings great
freedom to love. I hope you can also see
why so many relationships suffer. How
are we to remember to consider this?
I’ve found that I need the Holy Spirit’s
prompting and filling. God perfects
His love in us as His Spirit examines
the motives of our hearts, leads us
to distinguish between His kind of
love and the world’s kind of love, and
exposes the deceptive, often hidden,
spirit of idolatry influencing our words
and actions.
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According to the Scriptures the spirit
of idolatry lies at the heart of every sin.
God’s first commandment in the Ten
Commandments dealt with the iniquity
of idolatry. The apostle Paul warned the
Colossians to avoid idolatry. (Colossians
3:5). We could say that idolatry
embodies everything that is anti-Christ.
Here is a good definition of idolatry:
looking to any person, object, or idea to
supply what only God can supply. For
instance, when a husband looks to his
wife to make him happy, he idolizes her.
If a child looks to himself for the ability
to please his parents, he idolizes himself.
A wife might idolize her children by
expecting them to make her significant.
This may be contrasted with the idea of
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“looking to” God as the supplier of our
needs. It might be helpful to realize that
when we look to God for all things, we
are worshiping God.

image. Many think of it as an Old
Testament sin that modern man has
outgrown. But have we really outgrown
it, or have we merely sophisticated it?

Just as Satan often portrays himself
as an angel or messenger of light, this
diabolical spirit often pawns itself off
as love – in the worldly sense. So if
someone doesn’t distinguish between the
world’s kind of love and God’s kind of
love, he can be duped into the opinion
that he is loving when in fact he is using
someone for selfish interest.

Love can only take place where a
relationship is free from idolatry and a
person recognizes God as the source
of everything. The moment we look to
someone to be the source of supplying
our happiness or comfort, we put him
or her in the place of God. At that
point, loving that person with the love
of God becomes impossible.

Typically when we hear the word
“idolatry,” our minds conjure up a
prehistoric man chiseling a block of
stone or people praying before a golden

Your theological foundation is crucial
to growing in love. What you believe
about God dictates your perspective
and attitudes toward people and
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Basic Beliefs
Your theological foundation therefore,
is crucial. When asked about who God
is, you might respond by declaring that
Jesus Christ was God in the flesh and is
God enthroned. You may assert along
with most orthodox Christians that the
primary quality or characteristic of being
God lies in the fact that all things come
from Him and are completely within
His jurisdiction and control. We read in
I Corinthians 8:4-6, “…We know that
‘An idol is nothing at all in the world’ and
that ‘There is no God but one.’ yet for us
there is but one God, the Father, from
whom all things came and for whom
we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus
Christ, through whom all things came and
through whom we live.”
God’s purpose is to glorify Himself
and make Himself known through the
revelation of His Son, Jesus Christ.

Because Jesus lives, He gives His Spirit
to His children in order that His love
may be expressed through them. The
Holy Spirit knows that all things come
from God. He reveals God’s purposes
behind relationships and circumstances.
Jesus, who was and is the antithesis to
idolatry, equips us to love. He’ll remind
you: You can’t love anyone you idolize.
Understanding this lesson about loving
relationships will free you to grow in
your love for God. Continually pray for
grace to receive all things and all people
as expressions of God’s love for you
because God purposely brings them to
you to provide opportunities for you to
reject the spirit of idolatry and turn to
Him for the power to love. When we
doubt God’s love for us as He ordains
the affairs of our lives, we separate
ourselves from the grace of God to love
and from the ability to respond to life in
a God-honoring way.

If you are to be free from a spirit of
idolatry, it certainly would be helpful
to know more about how to recognize
that destructive, deceptive spirit. What
are the characteristics of the spirit
of idolatry? In my keynote address
“Building a Legacy of Love in Home
Education” we will consider what
characteristics hinder one’s ability to
love and how you can live to love for the
glory of God in your home.
This article was adapted from Norm
Wakefield’s Equipped to Love: Idolatry-free
Relationships.
Norm Wakefield is the
Executive Director of The
Spirit of Elijah Ministries
International in Bulverde,
Texas, and for the past 19
years has been a homeschool
conference speaker, author, and produced
resources to equip men to lead their families
by living and applying the Gospel to life. He
and his wife Alma have four children and 17
grandchildren. You can learn more at www.
spiritofelijah.com. Norm Wakefield will speak
at the 2016 CHAP Convention.

Convention Blurbs //
// The Silent Auction and
Student Contest & Gallery
The Silent Auction and Student
Contests & Gallery are back
this year! In the Northeast
Hall you will find the Student
Gallery display of art, science,
scholarship, and essay entries,
plus the Young Entrepreneur
vendors. There will be a short
presentation at12:30 PM on
Saturday of the winners in each
category. You will be blessed
by this display of talents by
homeschooled students.
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aren’t just
a two-day convention. The Christian
Homeschool Association of
Pennsylvania (CHAP) has been available
year round for homeschoolers for these 30
years as well. Largely run by volunteers who
seek to strengthen the homeschool community, CHAP helps homeschoolers get
started, assists local support groups, and
works behind the scenes to influence and
guard the freedom of parents to direct
their children’s education.
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They’re Back!
Several features that were not at last year’s CHAP Convention
are returning for 2016. The Student Contests will be brought
to you by Peggy Greene with assistance from Tami Perrin.
Peggy has added a Science Fair to the Art, Essay, and Scholarship Contests. Check out the Student Gallery to view the work
of these exceptional students.
Also making a comeback this year is the Silent Auction. Sam
Furches is busy securing a variety of items for the auction.
Scout out the possibilities and bid on whatever catches your
fancy. Sam does a great job of finding items that interest and
benefit homeschool families.
The Silent Auction, Student Gallery, and Young Entrepreneurs’
exhibits will be clustered in the Northeast Hall of the Farm
Show along with the Used Curriculum Sale.
30 Years and Counting!
This is our 30th consecutive annual meeting, making CHAP
the oldest homeschool convention in the Northeast. But we
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What you may not have realized is that CHAP is affiliated with
an alliance of Christian state homeschooling organizations
called the National Alliance of Christian Home Education
Leadership. CHAP Convention organizers attend this annual
meeting to exchange tips and ideas about running conventions.
We are also associated with the AHEAD (American Home
Education and Discipleship) Conferences. These are conferences run by state organizations that are affiliated with the Alliance of Christian Home Education Leadership, all non-profits
focusing on parent-directed, Christ-centered, privately funded
home education.
Convention Highlights
• Super large vendor hall - 120,000 square feet
populated with around 200 vendors who rent more
than 300 booths
•

130+ speaker sessions on a variety of topics:
o Topics to encourage mothers and fathers
o Curriculum topics
o Special needs topics
o Homeschooling through high school
o Science, history, entrepreneurship topics

•

An optional independent full-day Children’s
Program offered by Giant Cow Ministries

•

An optional Teen Track

•

A Graduation Ceremony

•

Used Curriculum Sale

•

Student Gallery & Contests

•

Young Entrepreneurs

•

Silent Auction

•

Reduced hotel rates

•

Tour guides for those unfamiliar with the
Farm Show Complex

•

Homeschool Mentors to help those new to
homeschooling or if you just want one-on-one
discussion time with a seasoned homeschooler

•

Special event appearances in character
as Corie ten Boom, Fanny Crosby, and
Paul Revere

•

A variety of freebie giveaway gifts and
drawings – including a new iPad!

You might be thinking that all this sounds great, but
how can YOU afford to attend the CHAP Convention?
You can! Compared to the cost of admission to a
sports event, a concert, a play, or a continuing education
seminar, the cost to attend the CHAP Convention is
much less. Plus you will gain knowledge that will carry
you through the year of home educating your family.
The CHAP Convention is also less expensive than any
comparable large homeschool convention thanks to
the hundreds of volunteers who offer a few hours of
their time to help the convention run smoothly. If you
choose to volunteer for a few hours at the convention,
you can get your registration fee refunded!
Mark your calendar for May 13 & 14, 2016
Visit our website – www.chaponline.com – click on
the “Convention” dropdown menu for a variety of
information pages. Register by April 30 for Early Bird
Pricing. We have a new registration site this year, and
through the process we invite you to become a member
of CHAP. You can bypass the membership because
you don’t have to become a CHAP member in order
to register for the convention, but we hope you will!
Doing so will mean our system will remember your
personal information, and it will populate the fields in
future registrations.
Farm Show Farewell
We’re looking forward to seeing you at this year’s
convention. It will be our last year at the Farm
Show Complex. Shhh! We’re keeping our new
location a secret. Check your 2016 CHAP
Convention Program for the date and location
of the 2017 CHAP Convention.
by Nada Rothgaber, CHAP Convention Coordinator

Silent
Auction
The CHAP Silent Auction is back
and better than Ever !
Over 150 items to bid on and WIN!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fun & educational family activities
Restaurant gift cards
Vacation getaways
Sports tickets
Unique artwork & crafts
Books & curriculum courses
Housewares

Come prepared to purchase these great items,
and support CHAP in the process. You may go
home with…
• 6 quart professional line Kitchen Aid lift mixer
• Backyard shed built by Amish craftsmen
• Tickets to: Sight and Sound Theatre, The
• Creation Museum, Historic Gettysburg, Hershey
Park, Philadelphia Eagles
Plus NEW for 2016 - mini-auction that closes
on Friday
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When Your Boys
GANG UP
On Each
Other

A mom with several boys asked us, “How do
you handle the constant ganging-up on each
other?”
In one sense it’s very simple – We don’t allow it!
It’s very important that your home be a haven,
and that means if any kid feels persecuted, if the
child says, “Stop it!” to his brother, whatever it is
has to stop immediately – or we’re going to deal with
it very sharply.
There are several things which can be going on
here. There is bullying where someone is using his
increased strength or position to have his will or to
persecute someone smaller or younger. If someone
is consistently being a bully, some physical discipline
is warranted. Then there is also what we call
“pesting,” where someone uses his position as
the smaller or weaker sibling to try to get the older
person in trouble, egging him on or pestering him to
a breaking point!
One of the things we do which is especially effective
with pesting is to say, “If you lead your brother
into sin – if you tease your brother to the point
that he loses his temper and starts fighting
with you …” or from the other direction,
“If you send your little brother to go steal
a cookie when you’ve been told not to have
one …” – then guess what? “You are going
to get the same trouble that he just earned!”
The person that provokes, and the person
who gets provoked, both get punished. That
really squelches it. It takes all the fun out of it!
If you have two that are just at each other’s throats,
we found it really effective to make them team up.
One of the things we did was take a bungee cord
and hook it on their belt loops and tell them, “You
two are teammates today; you can’t unhook.” That
really helped them to stop persecuting each other
because they were so angry with their parents! By
the end of the day they thought it was funny, and
they were dealing with their original disagreement.
What you really have to watch out for is if there is
one child that is always being bullied; then it’s time
to get alone with each of the kids that’s doing the
bullying and read him the riot act. Explain what
the Scripture requires. In Proverbs 18:24 Jesus is
compared to a brother: “There is a friend who
sticks closer than a brother.” Brothers have to
hang together.
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We ask, “Are you the kind of brother
that Jesus could use as a good
example?” We remind the boys that one
day we parents are going to be dead and
gone to heaven, and the only people
that will remember the things of your
youth, the fun we all had and the things
we did, will be your siblings.
We simply will not allow
them to develop the kind of
relationship now that destroys their
future relationship as adults. We
know of families where this has
happened!
Recognize that the Bible does
include specific passages
dealing with people who
make fun of folks for
their disabilities or
their weaknesses,
about people
who mock
one
another,
people
who
disparage
one another’s character, and so
on. There are passages that condemn
these kinds of behavior very
specifically; the kind of things that
happen sometimes when boys get a bad
attitude toward each other. You’ve got
to just step on that behavior. You’ve got
to squash it – flat.
One of the things we do is encourage
our guys to think of the family as a
team:
• We sort out our differences with
one another.
• We don’t pick on each other.
• We support one another.
• We help one another along.
• We handle our disagreements
at home, in private – so we can
stand together outside.
When there’s an ongoing problem, it
tends to be the brothers who are right
next to each other in age because they’re
more in competition with each other

– or so they think. Competition comes
very naturally to boys. When it leaves
the playing field or the game board
and bleeds over into family life, it can
become corrosive.
It will be something to remind your kids
over and over – they’re not in that sort
of competition against their brothers.
You have to explain that you do love
them all now and will continue to love
them all regardless; then be sure to
express this often!
We remind our boys
that a football team
that starts tackling each other
when the ball
is snapped
is never
going
to win.
Our
family is
a team
competing
against the rest of
the world. We’re on a
mission together. That means we rejoice
with our brother when he has a reason
to rejoice, we grieve with him when he
grieves, we stand by him when he needs
us most. We can expect him to do the
same for us. And we always remember:
“He’s not the one I’m trying to beat –
it’s the rest of the world!”
Hal & Melanie Young are
the homeschooling parents
of eight and authors of
the award-winning books
Raising Real Men and
My Beloved and My
Friend. They are bloggers, podcasters, and
popular conference speakers internationally,
known for their Christ-centered focus and
practical, real-life stories. They live in noisy,
messy happiness in North Carolina. Connect
with them at www.RaisingRealMen.com or
on Facebook at “Raising Real Men” Hal
and Melanie Young will speak at the 2016
CHAP Convention.

Convention Blurbs //
// Volunteers Needed

You are cordially invited to join the
CHAP Convention Volunteer Team.
Did you know CHAP is run mostly
by volunteers and the organization
of the yearly CHAP Convention
requires over 400 volunteers to
make it run smoothly?
You can make a difference by
volunteering a few hours of your
time during the 2-day convention.
• These volunteer positions take
little or no training.
• Orientation letter will be given
online before the convention.
• Parents, grandparents, even
teens, can be of service.
• Volunteers are rebated the
registration fee for serving.
• As an added bonus, Friday
morning early-bird shopping
at the Used Curriculum Sale is
open only to volunteers.
You’ll find the list of jobs
descriptions and volunteer details
at: https://chaponline.
site-ym.com/?Volunteers
Find your best fit and sign up early
– positions are given out on a first
come, first served basis. Register
for convention first then sign up to
volunteer.
If you have any questions,
email Darra McDowell, CHAP
Volunteer Coordinator at
volunteer@chaponline.com

// Homeschool Mentors

We are offering a service called
Homeschool Mentors at the CHAP
Booth. The purpose is to facilitate
one-on-one discussion with a
seasoned homeschooler for those
who have questions or just want
advice or opinions from someone
who has been “around the block.”
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A Way to Grade Esssays
How do you determine if a research paper is excellent or in
need of red ink? Many parents find the idea of grading their
student’s writing to be daunting — especially if they do not
consider themselves to be great writers. When I taught our
highschool co-op’s Academic Writing class, I developed a
rubric to grade my students’ essays. I’d like to share it with
you now, and I hope you will find it helpful. (There’s a link to
download a PDF of my rubric at the end of this article.)
I believe teachers should use rubrics for grading whenever
possible. Rubrics provide the advantage of minimizing the
teacher’s personal preferences in favor of a more objective approach. They provide a clear set of guidelines for student and
teacher, alike. Finally they help ensure that you use the same
standards for every paper.
I grade using four primary categories: organization, clarity,
thoroughness, and integrity. For each category, I ask two or
three questions, and assign up to ten points per question. A
perfect paper would get 100 points.
Organization:
• Does the paper have a clear beginning, middle, and end?
Does it have a good flow to the train of thought?
•

Did the student turn in a properly-formatted outline?

Clarity:
• Is there a single, clear idea or stated thesis?
•

Does the writing style demonstrate an engaging use of
language and keep my interest?

•

Does the paper use proper spelling, grammar, punctuation, etc.? Does it follow the provided guidelines of paper
length/word count, margins, and typeface?

Thoroughness:
• Does the paper demonstrate a well-rounded understanding
of the topic? Does the author cite a wide range of sources?
•

Does it make a clear argument to support the thesis? Does
it contain any logical fallacies or tangents?

Integrity:
• Did the student use his best research skills? Did he rely on
authoritative sources (or, say, Joe Blogger’s wiki page)?
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•

Did the paper fulfill the expectations of the assignment?
Were all related documents turned in (the outline, précis or
abstract, bibliography or works cited list, etc.)?

•

Were all the sources properly cited using the format assigned (APA, MLA, Turabian, etc.)? Was there any plagiarism, intentional or otherwise?

With those as my criteria, I can more easily assign points to a
paper. I usually assume the student starts with zero points and
has to earn each one, though some teachers prefer to start with
100 and dock points for errors and deficiencies. Both methods
are valid, but I find that I’m more objective when I ask what a
student earned rather than if they did anything wrong.
Of course you can take this model and adjust it to fit your
own teaching priorities. You could weigh each category equally
for 25 points apiece. Or if you wanted to emphasize a certain
aspect, you could assign different weights: 20 points each for
organization and integrity, 30 each for clarity and thoroughness. You know what’s most important for your student.
I found this particular rubric to be especially helpful with
research papers (which was the focus of our class.) However it
can easily be used or adapted for any less-formal genre (outside of fiction or poetry). In some cases, certain questions may
not apply; for instance, in a personal reflection paper, the only
source is yourself. Or perhaps you’re not asking them to turn
in an outline ahead of time, or ignoring the précis altogether.
In that case, you can either adjust the point values, or just give
them full marks in those areas. Full marks are especially appropriate at the beginning of the school year and give you room to
raise the standards as their research skills improve.

NO Evolution!
Next to the Bible,
nature is the greatest teacher.

Readers call Creation Illustrated magazine, “The Christian answer to National Geographic!”—animals, birds,
outdoor adventures, Creation science, activities, gardening, even Genesis Cuisine healthful recipes.
Every quarterly KEEPSAKE edition is packed with Bible-based character-building lessons found in
God’s Creation—using Christ’s method of teaching through the things He made!
Includes an Instructional Guide in each issue to help parents and students glean powerful
facts and parables worth retaining. NO evolution!
“I’m glad this magazine appeals to all ages, and I’m also thankful for the kids section.
Keep it geared to families.” —Homeschooler, Stafford,Virginia

You can download a full copy of the rubric at https://www.
brightideaspress.com/shop/academic-writing-mp3/

JOIN CHAP and SAVE 40%

CHAP Member Discount — Just $12/yr. (reg. $19.95)

Tyler@BrightIdeasPress.com | © 2016 Tyler Hogan
Tyler Hogan is a homeschool graduate, and now a homeschooling father of four. He is the president of Bright
Ideas Press, publisher of The Mystery of History, and the author & cartographer of North Star
Geography and WonderMaps. He also serves as the
Christian Education Coordinator at his home church in Dover, Delaware. Tyler Hogan will speak at the 2016 CHAP Convention.

BONUS for EVERYONE!

$20 worth of FREE CURRICULUM Samples
Includes: a FREE Digital Issue of Creation Illustrated, a FREE Unit Study,
a FREE Character-building Lesson, a FREE Bible Study on Creation
sign up at: www.CreationIllustrated.com
(or Text the word Creation to 72000 on your phone)

CHAP AD.indd 1
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The College Board is
launching new and
redesigned exams in fall
2015 and spring 2016. The
redesigned PSAT/NMSQT
and the new PSAT™ 8/9 — for
eighth- and ninth-graders — will
launch in October 2015. The
new PSAT™ 10 — for 10thgraders — will launch in February 2016, and the redesigned
SAT in March 2016. These
exams work together as the SAT
Suite of Assessments.
I am “sort of ” giddy with excitement about the 2016 SAT! Sort
of. On one hand, not in my wildest dreams did I imagine such
a homeschool friendly exam
would be created. It is content
driven and skill relevant. At the
same time, it is content driven
and skill relevant—content-defined and skill-driven by Common Core Objectives.
Yes, the monster is at the
gate!
Common Core, you see, is content specific. Once upon a time
the SAT was an IQ sort of test.
It did not matter so much what
the content was—as long as the
test taker was a calm, careful
thinker with a modicum of good
sense. Thinking and problem
solving—it was like eating lettuce to homeschoolers!
Now though there is a new
regime. The new SAT is driven
by Common Core specific pedagogy. No longer do test takers
merely analyze, synthesize, and
evaluate—now they must know
things like world view and liter-
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ary analysis. Cite strong and
thorough textual evidence to
support analysis of what the
text says explicitly, as well as
inferences drawn from the text
including determining where the
text leaves matters uncertain.
Determine two or more themes
or central ideas of a text and
analyze their development over
the course of the text, including how they interact and build
on one another to produce
a complex account; provide
an objective summary of the
text. Analyze the impact of the
author's choices regarding how
to develop and relate elements
of a story or drama (e.g., where
a story is set, how the action is
ordered, how the characters are
introduced and developed). And
so forth.
Again, most homeschoolers
will have nothing to fear; once
we look at the monster, we
realize he is really no big deal.
The truth is, it would be a poor
curriculum indeed that did not
meet and surpass Common Core
objectives! Still, just to be safe,
students should take a language
arts’ course that emphasizes
critical thinking and literary
analysis, and they should take a
look at the test – carefully.
Now down to specifics.
Instead of arcane “SAT words”
(e.g. depreciatory, membranous)
the vocabulary definitions on
the new exam will be those of
words commonly used in college
courses, such as “synthesis” and
“empirical.” Does that mean
the vocabulary on the SAT is

changed? Not really. Does that
mean preparation should be
different? Not really. Students
should still read good books and
learn Greek and Latin roots.
• The essay, required since
2005, will become optional.
Those who choose to write
an essay will be asked to read
a passage and analyze the
ways its author used evidence,
reasoning, and stylistic elements to build an argument.
Okay, but I bet you that the
best schools will still require
it. We homeschoolers hope
so, because presently homeschoolers are the best writers
in the country. It is fairly easy
to improve a score on the
writing portion of the coaching resistant.

• Every exam will include, in the
reading and writing section, source
documents from a broad range of
disciplines, including science and
social studies, and on some questions,
students will be asked to select the
quotation from the text that supports
the answer they have chosen. Love it!
• Every exam will include a reading
passage either from one of the nation’s “founding documents,” such as
the Declaration of Independence or
the Bill of Rights, or from one of the
important discussions of such texts,
such as the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.’s “Letter from Birmingham
Jail.” Well, it is about time! No one
reads historical documents more than
my students!

changes—and in the years ahead He will
no doubt bless those who trust Him.
After meeting at Harvard
University, Jim and Karen
Stobaugh were married forty years ago and
have four home-educated
adult children. Jim’s education includes a BA cum laude,
Vanderbilt; MA, Rutgers; MDiv, Princeton
Seminary; Charles E. Merrill Fellow, Harvard University; DMin, Gordon-Conwell

Seminary. For nearly half a century, Jim has
been a counselor for SAT preparations and
college admissions. His students are recruited by
the most competitive universities in the world.
Meanwhile, Jim is the pastor of an evangelical
church at Boswell, Pennsylvania. In the Laurel
Highlands, Jim and Karen reside on their farm,
the Shepherd’s Glen. They enjoy playing with
their three fuzzy cats and two black Labrador
retrievers. You can see more of Jim’s ministry
and literary works at www.forsuchatimeasthis.
com. Jim Stobaugh will speak at the 2016
CHAP Convention.

In conclusion, the SAT is changing. Big
time. But the God we serve—He never

• The guessing penalty, in
which points are deducted
for incorrect answers, will be
eliminated. I like that. Nice.
I cannot prove it statistically,
but most of my homeschool
students are good guessers.
I think it is related to their
calm, Christ-centered approach to the exam.
• The overall scoring will return
to the old 1,600-point scale,
based on a top score of 800
in reading and 800 in math.
The essay will have a separate
score.
• Math questions will focus on
three areas: linear equations;
complex equations or functions; and ratios, percentages
and proportional reasoning.
Calculators will be permitted
on only part of the math section. Sweet! Sweet! Sweet!
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A Lasting Homeschool Legacy
The word “legacy” comes from the Latin “legare” meaning “to bequeath.”
Of course, that generally brings to our minds an inheritance in the form
of money or property. As parents I am sure we will be bequeathing
something to our children. Will it be of any more value than the material
goods we have acquired? While it may be somewhat narrow in perspective,
here is something else to consider.
As you educate your students, can you say they are involved in concept
development or are they learning passively? Are they figuring things out
for themselves, or are they learning tricks and shortcuts? Do they see the
logic in what they are learning, or are they just memorizing information
for a test?

Are they analyzing their mistakes to find the reasons why they answered
incorrectly, or are they just accepting their fate and recording a grade?
A legacy can mean many things, but helping our children learn to think
may be one of the more long-lasting tools we can bequeath to our children.
Of course we need to carefully consider the educational materials we use
to teach our children, and those materials need to be developed “logically.”
Unfortunately traditional mathematics instruction is often driven by
programs which are developed “topically” instead of logically.
The following article, regarding the traditional teaching of algebra, was
written with that in mind. I trust it will give you food for thought as you
strive to leave an educational legacy to your child.

Algebra?
When Am I
Ever Going To Have
to Use This Stuff?

That question is being asked more
and more across this country as
requirements for algebra increase
almost daily. One state is moving toward
legislation requiring that all eighth grade
students pass algebra before entering
high school! Another state administers
a statewide end-of-course examination
every year to all students who took
algebra that year (with poor results)!
And most states now require all students
to pass algebra before graduating from
high school! Further, most colleges
require entering freshmen to take a
placement exam to determine their
mathematics proficiency, and, on an
average across the country, 50% - 70%
of those taking the exam fail the algebra
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portion and must take a remedial or
intermediate algebra course to graduate!
So is algebra really all that important?
Will you really use it in your everyday
life? The reality is that students are
generally not going to solve quadratic
equations, simplify radicals, or add
algebraic fractions as adults. Of course
we must clearly define “everyday life.”
If we mean “on the job,” then it is true
that most professions require the use
of some algebra, especially with the
increase of technological applications,
but this can be called “dedicated
algebra,” and you can learn its use in
actual job training. On the other hand
if we mean “practical applications for
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solve a problem. Of course that implies
that students are developing concepts,
not just memorizing shortcuts, rules,
tricks, and formulas. It also means that
our curricular materials must contribute
to the active involvement of students in
the development of those concepts.
Unfortunately mathematics programs
in general, and most algebra programs
in particular, treat an algebraic concept
as something that can be practiced and
then memorized. The hope is that the
understanding of “why” the process
works the way it does will automatically
come from a great deal of repetition
as to “how” the process works. In
algebra this is not only ineffectual,
but it deprives the student of the “joy
of learning.” (Yes it should be fun to
learn!) In addition it contributes to a
significant lack of retention of algebraic
principles. Obviously that means that
homeschooling parents, responsible
for the complete education of their
children, must continue to look for

materials that foster active involvement
and understanding in every subject area.
From another perspective the benefit
of understanding algebra can be seen
at the job entry level. Many companies
require all prospective employees to
take some type of aptitude test which
often includes questions about algebra.
Why? Human resource directors will
readily tell you they are not necessarily
looking for employees that know a lot
of algebra, but rather they are looking
for employees who can think, who have
analytical skills, and who have a sense of
logic. In other words, even if you don’t
remember the algebra, can you figure
it out? It is quite obvious that students
who develop understanding and logical
problem-solving skills will be valuable
assets in any job and will have many
more doors of opportunity available to
them as adults.
There is one other very practical
reason for your students to successfully

complete an algebra course, with
understanding. They may be
homeschoolers themselves someday, and
I can assure you they will have to teach
this stuff to their children!
Thomas Clark is a life-long
teacher of mathematics
and science with 50 years
experience in education, at
all levels, from elementary
through adult. He is convinced that everyone has the ability
to understand mathematics. In the last 21
years he has focused on the development of
multimedia programs that challenge traditional
methods of instruction and which help with
both individualized and group learning. He is
president of VideoText Interactive, a company
that specializes in bringing the textbook to life
through technology, and author of Algebra:
A Complete Course and Geometry:
A Complete Course. Find more information
online at www.videotext.com. Thomas Clark
will speak at the 2016 CHAP Convention.

everyday living,” then our need for
algebra is negligible. In fact, overall,
except for highly scientific applications,
it is very hard to justify the need for a
comprehensive study of algebra, as far
as content is concerned.
What, then, is the actual benefit of
completing an algebra course? Very
simply, the proper study of algebra
requires a high degree of logical
thinking and error analysis, and those are
skills that should be considered essential
in every aspect of our “everyday lives.”
Admittedly all other subjects require that
as well, but with algebra we can actually
check the student’s logical thinking by
examining every step he or she takes to
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My Kid Hates to Write - HELP!
Do you have children who just
really don’t like to write? Do you feel
like you’re pulling their teeth every time
you try to make them sit down and get
something on paper? Want to know how
to fuel a love for reading and writing in
your children?
Homeschooling led me to become an
author. I’ve loved writing and reading
from an early age, and I’d have to
attribute that love to my parents. As
long as I can remember, my parents
read books to me and told me stories.
This started me telling myself stories,
inventing worlds and characters, and
falling in love with writing, then on to
eventually writing my own books. A Cry
From Egypt and A Stand At Sinai, books
one and two of “The Promised Land
Series,” started off as a homeschool
project that my dad assigned when we
were studying Ancient Egypt!
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Here are a few things that my parents
and others did to help give me a passion
for creativity and learning, particularly in
the areas of reading and writing.
Read books aloud!
My parents have read entire book series
to my little brothers and me. They would
read to us while we did chores, while
we got ready for bed, or would just set
aside a special time for us to sit, play
quietly, and listen. Reading aloud builds
children’s vocabularies and makes them
many, many times more interested in
reading for themselves and in writing
their own stories.
Introduce writing at an early age.
In third grade they won’t be writing
essays, but they can be writing short
book reviews. Did you just read a book?
Have them write out a paragraph or two
about it. Did you just take them on a
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field trip? Maybe the farmer’s market, a
historical site, or a museum? Tell them
in advance to find something to write
about. Have them look for a person
to talk to, a favorite exhibit, or think
about something new that they learned.
It doesn’t have to be big or long. They
just need to have something that they
want to write about that makes them
excited. Even if it’s just a few sentences,
at least it is something to show what
they learned and to get them involved
in writing. As they grow older, the
sentences will turn into paragraphs, and
then into pages. It’s fine to let them
dictate if handwriting is a barrier. The
point is to create!
Get them into descriptive writing.
Have them look at pictures and get
used to describing them in detail. Have
them try describing things from left to
right, top to bottom, from the center

outward, and then pick just one thing
to talk about from each picture. Have
them look up words in the thesaurus to
find the best word (or words) for each
thing they are describing. This way you
can study art and photography, too!
Have them find pictures that they like to
give them extra motivation and save you
time.

•

Make creative writing a must in
your homeschooling.
My dad asked me to write a short
historical fiction story placed in Ancient
Egypt. He didn’t know at the time
that I’d be writing a series of books
today! Creative
writing provides
an outlet
for growing
imaginations,
learning about
grammar and
spelling in a fun
way, and having
something
to share with
friends and
family. Maybe
even one day,
they’ll write
books that make
an impact on the
culture and bring
glory to God.
You can use
this to supplement what your children
are studying in history by writing short
historical fiction stories or just to give
them a break from the essays, tests, and
reports by allowing their imagination
run wild.

•

Anything you study or anything you
do in your day-to-day life can be used
for ideas in creative writing. I often
have parents ask me for suggestions
for writing prompts to challenge their
children’s creativity. There are ideas for
creative writing all around you! Here are
some examples:
• A story about a family vacation
• A story about a lost animal

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

A story about your favorite
character in history
A story about knights and
dragons
A story about a trip to visit a
different country
A story about you and your best
friend
A story about animals out in
nature
A story about people lost out in
the woods
A tale of princes and princesses
A story involving outside classes
(like music, dance, sports, etc.)
A story about orphans in a
medieval
culture... The
list is endless!

I hope these
writing tips
are a blessing
and an
encouragement
to your
homeschooling.
If you have
aspiring writers
or would like
more writing
tips, please
check out my
website www.
acryfromegypt.
com. I love
doing what I can to inspire young
writers or provide information for
parents as they seek to school their
children. Happy Writing!
Through her homeschooling years (pre-k through
high school) Hope Auer
developed a passion for
history and telling stories
which eventually culminated in
the publication of two historical fiction books
and a radio drama. She lives and serves in
her father’s house and continues to be a major
part of her younger brothers’ and parents’ lives.
Hope Auer will speak at the 2016 CHAP
Convention.

Convention Blurbs //
// Follow CHAP on Facebook
Look us up on Facebook under
CHAP: Christian Homeschool
Association of Pennsylvania. Be
sure to “Like” our page to receive
information, encouragement, and
humor in your daily newsfeed.
Speakers and vendors will be
invited to post and you can ask
them questions too.

// CHAP Giveaway Card

CHAP is once again excited to offer
the CHAP Giveaway Card. Pick up
your card in the registration area,
visit each booth listed on the card,
and enter a chance to win some
fabulous prizes (some valued at
hundreds of dollars)! This is a great
way to learn about our vendors.
Don’t miss out on the CHAP
Giveaway 2016!

// CHAP Graduation

The graduating class of 2016
invites you to attend the 2016
CHAP Graduation Ceremony at 7
PM at the Farm Show Complex.
This year’s graduates have a variety
of talents, and you are welcome
to celebrate with them on their
graduation evening. There is no
admission cost to attend the
graduation. More information is
available on the CHAP website.

// Convention Tour Guides

Again this year CHAP Volunteers
are providing a service to folks
coming to the convention for
the first (or even second) time:
Convention Tour Guides! Eager
tour guides will be available to
help you navigate through the
convention at the Farm Show
Complex. Simply come to the
CHAP Booth once you arrive and
ask for a Convention Tour Guide to
show you the ropes.
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Corrie ten Boom
Meets Lieutenant Rahms

Shortly after her arrest and imprisonment for protecting Jews from
the Nazi reign of terror, Corrie ten
Boom met with Lieutenant Rahms,
her pensive and troubled interrogator. He showed Corrie unusual kindness in his initial visits though Corrie
rightly suspected he was manipulating
her to gain information about others
involved in harboring Jews. She shares
of the encounter in her book The Hiding
Place.
Corrie spoke to the lieutenant about her
ministry of preaching to the “feebleminded” in what she called her “church
for mentally retarded people” to which
Lieutenant Rahms responded in typical
Nazi fashion, “If you want converts,
surely one normal person is worth all
the half-wits in the world!” Nervous
and contrite, Corrie ventured a reply,
“The truth, Sir…is that God’s viewpoint
is sometimes different from ours—so
different that we could not even guess at
it unless He had given us a Book which
tells us such things.” Corrie “knew it was
madness to talk this way to a Nazi officer,” but she continued. “In the Bible I
learn that God values us not for
our strength or our brains but
simply because He has made us.
Who knows, in His eyes a half-wit
may be worth more than a watchmaker. Or—a lieutenant.” (1971,
pg. 160).

After a long silence, and in a surprising
moment of candor, the officer admitted,
“There is great darkness….I cannot bear
the work I do here.” (1971, pg. 161).
I do not know the fate of Lieutenant
Rahms. We can hope that his earthly
darkness drove him to flee from eternal
darkness and embrace the Light of the
World. Maybe we will see him in heaven,
or sadly, like Pontius Pilate, maybe he
traded justice and reverence for God for
his short-term power and livelihood and
became an eternal tragedy.
Many participants in the Nazi reign of
terror likely struggled with the evils with
which Lieutenant Rahms struggled.
Many made eye contact with the precious people who were dehumanized as
apes by a worldview that saw Aryans as
the apex of evolutionary progress. Most
could not distinguish Jewish children
from their own. Many saw the disproportionate accomplishments of Jews in
society, contrary to the assertions of

In a later encounter,
Corrie spoke to the
lieutenant about the message
of God’s Book. “It says…that a
Light has come into this world, so
that we need no longer walk in
the dark. Is there darkness
in your life, Lieutenant?”
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the propagandists, yet they participated
in the murder.
What lives might have been spared the
terror of the racist Aryanism if people
were rightly treated as endowed with
dignity, as created in the image of God?
What concentration camps would never
have been built, and what trains would
never have carried their priceless cargo
if people acknowledged dependence on
God for purpose, meaning, and a moral
compass? What horrors might have been
prevented if Nietzsche had bowed the
knee to the “God of the weak” and had
never penned his deadly philosophy?
The Nazi god, the Aryan pinnacle of
human evolution, was no god, with no
ultimate standard of right and wrong,
no ultimate accountability, and no
ultimate consequences for evil behavior.
Francis Schaeffer (1982) quoted William Penn who once said, “If we are not
governed by God, then we will be ruled
by tyrants” (pg. 34).

Craig Biehl received his
PhD from Westminster
Theological Seminary,
ThM from Dallas
Theological Seminary,
MBA from UCLA
Anderson School of Management, and AB
in Economics from Cal Berkeley. He’s the
author of The Infinite Merit of Christ:
The Glory of Christ’s Obedience in
the Theology of Jonathan Edwards;
Reading Religious Affections; The Box:
Answering the Faith of Unbelief; and
God the Reason: How Infinite Excellence Gives Unbreakable Faith. His
blog and other resources can be found at www.
PilgrimsRock.com. Craig Biehl will speak at
the 2016 CHAP Convention.
Works Cited:
ten Boom, Corrie. (1971).
The Hiding Place. Washington Depot,
CT: Chosen Books.
Schaeffer, Francis. (1982).
A Christian Manifesto. Westchester, IL:
Crossway Books.
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As I sat with my cup of coffee and Bible open on my lap,
my mind wandered to the same thought I had been
struggling with for weeks, probably months. It was
already past the “start” of school, and yet I didn’t dare wake
anybody. I didn’t want to. In fact I knew it was nearing the time
the big yellow bus would be making its way up my street, and
there was that thought again. I wrestled with it. I got angry.
I cried.
Why wasn’t this easy? Why did it seem to be working flawlessly
for others, yet I had to gear myself up every single day just to
get started? “Why didn’t I just put them on the bus?” I would
scream in my mind. I knew God had called me to this, yet I felt
like I just didn’t have it in me to juggle a baby, a toddler, teach
one to read, and another his math facts. Not to mention the
teens struggling with algebra and “sometimes-bad” attitudes.
I would plan and organize and try to stay on top of everything,
yet we never seemed to have a day that everyone cooperated.
I did what everyone said to do, and yet there I sat drowning
my sorrows in my coffee holding myself back from chasing
the bus down the street. I never felt like I was enough. Then
suddenly in that moment of doubt, I heard God gently whisper, “Stop looking at the bus. Look at Me.” There it was again,
“Stop looking at the bus, and look at Me!”
It was in that moment that I realized I had lost my focus.
Instead of seeing my homeschooling challenges the way God
sees them, as opportunities, I
had chosen everyday
to get up and
look at

them as failures. I had taken my eyes off God and was dwelling on what I thought would be the answer to all my struggles.
What I realized is the bus was not the answer but changing my
focus was.
I was called to this homeschooling journey, and when God
calls you to something He is faithful to give you exactly what
you need each day. I also realized that I just needed to be
obedient each day, and that the results would be His. That took
the pressure off. Besides if I truly believed each of my children
is created for a purpose, then all I needed to do was help them
discover that. He would not leave them hanging. He would not
leave me hanging. He is looking for willing hearts not perfect
ones.
That day changed everything for me. I still had bad days. I still
had days of doubt, but never again did I focus on the bus. I
had a peace I hadn’t had before. I decided to fix my eye on
Him, the Author and Perfector of my faith. I decided to stop
comparing what my day looked like to the days of other homeschool moms. I decided to stop saying negative things about
my school day and about my children. I realized that what I
was saying and my attitude was a big part of the problem. I
decided to be faithful to my calling.
Maybe today as you read this you too are feeling overwhelmed
and discouraged. Can I encourage you not to look at the bus
and not to look to yourself for all the answers? And don’t look
at others either. Everyone’s journey will look different, and everyone’s day will look different. Just be faithful to do what you
need to do, today. Focus on Him, and spend time in His presence. He will not leave you or forsake you. Don’t worry about
what tomorrow will bring, just be fully present today. Today
when your children get up, look in their eyes and tell them,
“God has a really cool plan for your life, and I cannot wait to
see what it is.” You got this, homeschool mama.
You are brave. You are loved. You are enough.
© 2016, Denise Grove

the
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“...AND IT WAS FOR THIS HE CALLED YOU THROUGH
OUR GOSPEL, THAT YOU MAY GAIN THE GLORY OF
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST.” - II THESSALONIANS 2:14

		

Denise Grove is wife to Greg,
homeschooling mama to seven,
grandma to two here and one
who recently went home to be
with Jesus, blogger, speaker,
coffee drinker, dog lover, and all
around crazy lady who is desperately in love with Jesus. She has
homeschooled for the last 15
years and has a desire to
encourage other moms
on this journey. Denise
Grove will speak at 		
the 2016 CHAP Convention.
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